
 

 

Shotteswell Parish Plan Steering Committee 

Meeting 23rd September @ 7.30 

Village Hall 

Meeting Minutes 

Present-Brian Noble, John Crocker, Godfrey Boulton, Harriet Jordan, Frances Heppell, David 
Holman, Paul Allitt, Anne Omer, Jan Burgess, George Nell, Ray Adkins 
 
Apologies for absence – Tammy Barker, Linda Clarke, Michael Pearson 
 
Minutes of meeting 13th August 2014 were approved. Proposed by John Crocker, seconded by Ray 
Adkins 
Matters arising agreed that as they were on the evenings Agenda, they would be taken under the 
Agenda heading. 
 
Financial report- there had been no change since the last Meeting and the Treasurer was still 
awaiting cost statements from Village Hall, Godfrey Boulton and Brian Noble 
 
Action Group reports- 

Traffic and Verges- the Group produced a draft proposal listing the concerns arising from the 
Questionnaire, the proposed actions and the organisations that would need to be involved in their 
resolution. This draft is attached as Appendix 1. There was considerable discussion on the issue of 
speed and the measures that could be considered by the Village to limit excessive speed and 
general traffic management. Responsibility for seeking various solutions was discussed and it was 
agreed that because of the uncertain relationship between PC and WCC it would be better for the 
Steering Group to approach Carolyn Burrows, Traffic Safety Officer at WCC to formally seek her 
input into the options open to the village to address these issues. 

Harriet Jordan to make contact with Carolyn Burrows 

It was also agree that the Traffic Group would work on an outline plan to address the matter of 
snow clearance throughout the village where WCC did not provide a snow clearance service. Giving 
the approach of winter this was seen as a priority 

Traffic Group to have outline snow clearance proposals by next meeting of the Steering 
Committee 

There was some concern about the responsibility for some of the Traffic and Verges proposals and 
it was suggested that we should perhaps pass on the proposals to those organisations that would 
have the long term statutory responsibility by early publishing of the Parish Plan. The Chairman 
indicated that as a number of the matters being considered were in the early stages of 
development it would be inappropriate to publish the Plan ahead of the timescale proposed at the 
last meeting 



 

 

  

Broadband-As recent information from the Coventry and Warwickshire suggested that the Village 
would have a fibre optics connection between the exchange and the “Green box” in the village by 
the middle of 2015, the plans we had been developing to improve the situation  with a local 
approach, would not now be worth pursuing. It was agreed that a fibre optics service to the village 
may not make a significant difference to all residents if there were faults with the copper wire 
based services to individual houses. It was felt that we should keep the matter open as a follow up 
action within the Parish Plan.  

Mobile phones-it was agreed that the mobile phone services in the village varied according to the 
service provider and village position of users or a combination of both. It was proposed that we 
considered a village scheme where we could gather information on mobile phone services in the 
village and disseminate this through the website and newsletters. 

Social amenities – development in this Group had been limited due to other commitments by 
members of the Group. The Group were asked to liaise with the Village Hall committee as they 
were likely to be following related paths 

Children’s project- the event we had held was not well attended and there was a lack of 
information on progress. Anne Omer and John Crocker to check on activity level 

Neighbourhood Watch-A leaflet had been prepared to update the village, but there was a need to 
find a new Co-ordinator, although we had 5 area wardens in place. There was some concern about 
a recent development of the Rural Watch service which overlapped with Neighbourhood Watch. 

Parish Council and Communications – the first meeting had taken place with a wide ranging 
consideration of the issues about governance of the village, ways in which a more open relationship 
could be developed and an improvement in methods and communication could be achieved. At the 
last PC meeting on the 15th September, some changes to procedure were proposed and it was 
agreed that the Parish Plan would be on the Agenda of future PC meetings. 

PCC and Village Hall-responses- The Parochial Church Council had discussed the outcome of the 
Questionnaire and accepted the comments and views expressed. These would be taken into 
account in future PCC policy decisions. 

The Village Hall committee had held a special meeting to consider the comments and responses 
from the Questionnaire.  Minutes from this meeting are attached as Appendix 2. 

The Village Hall committee will be holding an Open Meeting to give all villagers an opportunity to 
put forward their ideas on how the Village Hall should respond to the comments made in the 
Questionnaire, ideas for change and development and how the Village Hall should be funded in the 
future. 

 Other issues from the Survey 



 

 

Public transport options- it was agreed that we should ensure that villagers were made more 
aware of the services available, such as the U Bus. There was little enthusiasm for a formal car 
sharing or personal transport scheme in the village. 

Buying Groups – although there was one buying group for heating oil, this would not be expanded. 
We needed to explore whether someone was prepared to offer to run additional groups. 

Teenagers- although we recognised there was a lack of amenities for teenagers, it was felt that it 
was a matter for parents to resolve. 

 Less mobile residents – See “public transport options” above 

Planning and Housing – At the outset of the Parish Plan programme it had been agreed that 
Planning and Housing would not be a major topic for this exercise, but should not be ignored. 
Aspects of Planning were seen as an issue for concern in relation to communication and clarity in 
the Planning Application processes. Although a majority of residents had said they did not want 
additional housing it was agreed that we needed in the longer term to consider the careful growth 
of the village. With SDC pursuing a new Core Strategy on housing that would require the addition of 
over 10000 houses over the next 15 years in the Stratford District; we should be proactive in 
ensuring that any village development was determined by the village. 

Support networks- Improvement in communications and our activities to address this will include 
the needs of support networks in the village. 

 Date of next meeting –Tuesday 21st October at 7.30 in the Village Hall 

Appendix 1- Traffic and Verges Report 

Appendix 2- Village Hall response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 1 

Roads ‘n’ Verges Action Group; draft proposals; 28.8.14 

 

 

CATEGORY 

 

 

CONCERN 

 

PROPOSED ACTION 

 

PARTNERS 

 

PRIORIT
Y 

 

TIME 

Traffic 

Speed  

danger resulting from 
traffic going too fast 
through village 

1. run an awareness raising 
programme and safety 
campaign. 

2. consider the benefits of 
installing village gates. 

3. investigate desirability 
of a 30mph zone. 

PC; SDC; 
WCC; 
parishioners 

High Ongoing 

Traffic 

bad weather 

snow and ice 
affecting access to 
and from village 

develop a village snow 
clearance plan 

PC; 
parishioners 

High Ongoing 

Traffic 

Parking 

 

damage caused to 
verges of 1st and 2nd 
Turn through parking 
in bad weather 

look into the possibility of 
making consolidated 
zones; investigate use of 
existing areas of 
hardstanding for parking in 
icy weather. 

PC; WCC; 
SDC; 
landowners 

High Short 

Traffic 

parking 

 

visitors to the village 
damaging verges by 
parking at bus-stop 
and field/park 

aim to increase the 
amount of community 
parking at these facilities. 

PC; WCC; 
SDC; 
landowners 

Medium Medium 

Traffic 

school buses 

 

?5+ school buses 
serve the village daily 
(10+ journeys/ day).  
Some damage to 
verges may be 
caused by this traffic. 

determine the extent of 
this problem and, if 
significant, develop a 
strategy to minimize 
damage. 

PC; WCC; 
SDC; 
landowners; 
bus 
companies 

Medium Medium 

Traffic 

village 
appearance 

untidy approach to 
village along 
Mollington Road 

find cost-effective means 
to fill pot-holes to sides of 
road. 

PC; WCC; 
WCC Cllr; 
parishioners 

High Short 



 

 

Traffic 

village 
appearance 

 

mud carried onto 
Mollington Road 
from damaged 
verges. 

explore desirability of lay-
by, discussing siting (‘Bill’s 
Bench’ area?) and funding. 

PC; WCC; 
WCC Cllr 

High Medium 

Environment 

roads 

leaks and poor 
drainage leading to 
flooded areas; 
danger of wet areas 
icing over 

instigate a survey of the 
existing drainage system 
and develop a system for 
monitoring condition of 
drains  

PC; WCC; 
parishioners 

High Short; 
ongoing 

Environment 

village 
appearance 

growth encroaching 
onto public roads 
and lanes being 
unsightly and causing 
damage to opposite 
verges  

put in place a plan for 
monitoring and 
maintenance of roadside 
vegetation.   

PC; WCC; 
SDC; 
landowners 

Low Ongoing 

Environment 

village trees 

trees in verges of 1st 
Turn struggling under 
ivy and in need of 
surgery 

commission or undertake a 
tree survey/audit of all 
village trees, leading to a 
schedule of work; include 
subsequent monitoring 

PC; WCC; 
parishioners 

Low Medium 
ongoing 

 

APPENDIX 2- VILLAGE HALL response 

 

The meeting was held immediately after a regular meeting on Tuesday 8th July. 

Present: Mike Palmer, Linda Clark, Terry Clark, Elisabeth Gilchrist, Joan Noble, Ray Atkins, Hilary Wareing. 

Copies of the Parish Plan Questionnaire had been available to all committee members. These were the results from 
questions 15-24 , i.e. those which related to the Village Hall. 

It was agreed that the Village Hall Committee should have two plans: one should be a longer term strategic plan for 
the future and the other should be a tactical plan for the shorter term 

Strategic Plan 

There was general agreement that due to the constraints imposed by the existing building in the longer term 
consideration should be given to a new building – perhaps more along the lines of a Community Centre? Obviously 
this could involve the acquisition of land on a suitable site within the parish, as yet unknown, and planning consents. 
The financing of this could be done partly by the sale of the existing Village Hall for redevelopment and partly by 
grants. A decision of this magnitude would need an input from the village as a whole plus all interested organisations 
before any consideration could even start.  

Tactical Plan 



 

 

For the short and medium term there were many suggestions for possible improvements which would enhance the 
appeal of the existing Village Hall. Before we could carry out any internal decoration we needed external advice on 
lighting and heating. These could be done in tandem and finalised in a redecoration plan. We would investigate the 
possibility of background heating in the toilets, although we already have small heating units which come on in 
severe weather to protect against pipes freezing. 

Some tables of different sizes would be useful as the large Gopak tables were not ideal for some functions, e.g. 
quizzes. The hire of crockery, cutlery, etc. is always mentioned in the twice yearly Shotteswell Village newsletter but, 
due to the apparent ignorance within the village of its availability, a separate brochure could be prepared to remind 
people again. The kitchen facilities have already been improved to a modern standard and it was still felt by the 
Committee that a dishwasher and plate-warmer were not suitable purchases for the very limited use they would 
have. 

As 91% of respondents thought that fundraising and social events should raise money for the Village Hall it was 
agreed that we need to seek out someone who can get people to initiate social events and fundraising. We would 
review hire charges after improvements had been made to the Hall and continue as we were for grants. Much help 
in this area has been provided by Sarah Brooke-Taylor from W.R.C.C. We thought that the Parish Precept could be 
formalised to include an annual grant to the Village Hall rather than ad hoc donations from the Parish Council as at 
present. 

We would be keen to have an open meeting in the Autumn to ask people’s opinions as to what would make them 
hire the Village Hall on a more regular basis. 

 

  


