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 With the possible exception of Saudi and Kuwait, Bahrain was the place to 

be in the Middle East in the 1970’s. Although the first oil well in the Middle 

East had been drilled in Bahrain in 1932 the island’s reserves were very 

small compared to its neighbours. However, the enlightened appointment of 

a British educated Minister for Development and Industry in the 1950’s led 

to the development of the economy beyond that of the other Gulf States. 

Almost single-handed, he was the driving force behind the establishment of 

the national airline Gulf Air, the aluminium smelter Alba, modern telephone 

communications operated by Cable & Wireless, the VLCC dry dock and the 

financial services industry, all later copied by other richer neighbouring 

states. 

 

We arrived in Bahrain on a Gulf Air flight on the evening of 6th January 

1977. My daughter, Kate was nearly six years old and Morag just four. The 

prospect of spending two years in the Middle East was an enormous 

challenge and we were very excited and not a little apprehensive. This was 

right out of our comfort zone and we had almost no idea of what to expect. 

My new employer was a major firm of Chartered Accountants and the Office 

Manager met us at the airport and took us to the Tylos Hotel where we were 

to stay temporarily until more permanent accommodation could be found for 

us. The hotel was located in the capital city, Manama, surrounded by local 

houses, shops and mosques and the side roads were just sandy tracks with no 

pavements. There were very few road names, just numbers and just two sets 

of traffic lights in the whole of Bahrain at that time. Waking up that first 

morning to the sound of the muezzin call for prayers coming from the nearby 

mosques, the cocks crowing and the noise from the streets was very different 

from my wake-up call in Guildford. We had been promised appropriate 

accommodation and, indeed, a villa had been mentioned more than once in 

my interview, but little did we realise that it would be a wait of several 

months before any permanent housing became available. 

 

We expected the weather to be warmer but the climate for the six winter 

months of the year is similar to a nice summer’s day in England. However, 

for the remaining summer months it is not so pleasant. Humidity can easily 

be over 90% with temperatures reaching 45 degrees and care has to be taken, 

especially with the children, to avoid de-hydration. In mid-summer there is 

not a great daily fluctuation in temperatures and it can still be very warm 

after sunset. I once left Bahrain on the mid-night flight for Heathrow arriving 

(Continued on page 4) 
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at about 5.40 am to find the temperature 30 degrees lower in London! 

 

 Our “temporary stay” in the Tylos Hotel actually stretched to six weeks and 

only after continual pressure did we eventually persuade my employer to 

move us to a block of serviced apartments. With small children, this was 

marginally better than the hotel as at least we could do our own cooking, but 

it was located right in the middle of the old city, amongst a maze of narrow, 

dusty lanes, just next to the souk and there was nowhere the children could 

play except in the corridors. One incident sticks in my mind relating to our 

time in this accommodation. Just next to our building another building was 

being constructed, probably only three or four metres away. This was clad in 

wooden scaffolding and the children liked to lean out of our windows to talk 

to the Indian workers who were plastering the walls only a few feet away. 

One day two Sikh workers got into conversation with Kate and Morag and 

asked them to sing a song. Their choice was perfect: “One little, two little, 

three little Indians, four little, five little, six little Indians…….. The Sikhs 

thought it was wonderful. 

 

Living in a serviced apartment did mean that we could, at last, bring over our 

dog, Jessie, who had been in kennels in England since we had left. The 

children were excited at her arrival as she had been very much part of their 

lives in the UK. She was a black, seven-year-old Labrador/Collie cross, with 

long fur but the vet in Guildford was confident that she would be perfectly 

happy in the hot climate. Arrangements were made for her to be shipped out 

by air and we all set out to collect her at the airport cargo section. After a 

number of forms were completed and various formalities undertaken I was 

allowed to accompany an official to the warehouse where we were told that 

Jessie was awaiting us. I soon spied an animal travelling cage in the centre of 

a large open space surrounded by curious cargo handlers. Domestic pets are 

not part of the culture of the Middle East and are “haram” or forbidden in 

strict Muslim societies. I was told that I could remove her from her cage and 

of course she was ecstatic at seeing me. As soon as I opened the cage door 

she was out like a shot and keen to greet all those who were there. This 

caused major panic and all the cargo handlers ran from the area chased by an 

excited, friendly dog. I eventually managed to get her on her lead and take 

her back to the waiting family. The locals were right, in a way, to be wary of 

dogs. There were packs of wild dogs all around Manama. This was the result 

of European expatriates dumping their pet dogs in the desert on leaving at the 

end of their contracts thus avoiding the cost of repatriating them to their 

(Continued from page 3) 
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homes. Every now and then the authorities would scour the area and shoot 

any dogs they could find. They were not meant to shoot a dog with a collar 

but this was not always adhered to so it was advisable to make sure one’s pet 

did not stray. 

 

As an expatriate it was impossible to do anything until you possessed a 

Bahrain Identity Card and Work Permit. Before obtaining this, it was 

necessary to pass a medical exam and an appointment was made for me at 

the hospital to take my test. We had been warned before we left England to 

make sure we came with plenty of passport photographs, a request we 

complied with, but we were unsure as to why so many were necessary. My 

visit to the hospital left me in no doubt. After leaving my details and a couple 

of passport photos with the receptionist, I was told to wait until called. I 

joined thirty or so Arab, Indian, Pakistani, Sudanese, Lebanese and European 

men in the waiting room. A few minutes later a nurse poked her head out of a 

nearby door and yelled Mohammed Hussain! Four or five men stood up and 

the nurse, holding a passport photo in her hand, selected one and told the 

others to sit down again. 

 

Once in possession of a Work Permit and ID Card it was possible to organise 

a driving licence and obtain a bank loan to buy a car. A UK licence meant 

that no test was necessary and after a long visit to the Police Fort, and after 

submitting another two passport photographs I eventually got my Bahrain 

licence. A mention here, perhaps, about personal space. As a European I 

found the press of people in any public building quite difficult to handle at 

first. Expatriates from the Indian sub-continent, which is teeming with 

people, and where an orderly queue is not part of the culture, tend to push 

and fight their way to the front to obtain service. Understandably, they are 

entirely unaware that they are intruding on your personal space and, although 

women, normally had a separate counter, they nevertheless also pushed and 

barged their way to the front. We were quickly conditioned to this and soon 

abandoned our British way of queuing. 

 

The children were immediately enrolled in the English-speaking Church of 

England primary school, St. Christopher’s. The school had been in existence 

for some fifteen years and had been set up, with the help of the Anglican 

Church by the larger companies employing British staff. To cope with the 

ever-increasing number of expatriates and the wealthy Bahrainis who wished 

to educate their children in the British system, the school had moved from its 

(Continued from page 4) 
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original few rooms close to the church to much larger premises built where 

the government had assigned an area for schools and colleges. At its peak 

there were over 1,100 pupils enrolled in the school. The teachers were 

excellent and comprised of locally employed staff, mainly wives of British 

expatriates, and contracted teachers recruited from the UK. Both my children 

did very well in this environment and have very happy memories of their 

time at St. Christopher’s 

 

One of my first assignments in my new job was to put in a basic accounting 

system in an experimental Government dairy project. There was no fresh 

milk in Bahrain in 1977; the only milk available was reconstituted from 

powder by the Danish Dairy Company. The government had imported a 

small herd of Fresian dairy cattle and had located them in specially 

constructed sheds with sprayed water as a coolant, on the island of Muharraq, 

joined to the main island by a causeway. Alfalfa was grown hydroponically 

to feed the stock and a small amount of fresh milk was being produced and 

sold in Tetra Pak cartons to a long queue of Bahraini ladies dressed in black 

abayas. I can remember motoring out to this assignment soon after starting at 

Whinney’s and making my way over the causeway and along the dusty track 

that wound along the shoreline, looking out through the palm trees to the 

brilliant blue of the sea, and thinking I had arrived in paradise. What a 

contrast from commuting and strap-hanging in a London tube train! And I 

was being paid what seemed a fortune – and with no tax deducted! 

 

We soon settled in to the new way of life even though it was so different to 

what we had been used to in the UK. My wife found a part-time job which 

she fitted in around the children’s school day and it was not long before we 

were participating in all the usual expatriate activities. We joined the British 

Club where there was a bar, a restaurant, a swimming pool and tennis and 

squash courts. The working day started early and finished at lunch time, a 

custom continuing from the days before air-conditioning. My working week 

was Saturday to Thursday, with Friday being the one day off but I saw so 

much more of my children than I had done previously. It was not uncommon 

for us all to go the beach in the late afternoon and have a swim in the warm 

salty water of the Arabian Gulf. Entertainment tended to be in the home as 

there was really not a lot of choice of restaurants or cinemas in the city. 

Alcohol was freely available to non-Muslims and there was a lot of private 

and corporate entertainment. Getting up at 5am in the morning could 

(Continued from page 5) 
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sometimes be quite a challenge! 

 

 My two-year contract flashed by and an opportunity to join Gulf Air was too 

good to turn down. I stayed there for another seven years. I would have 

probably stayed longer but for the Gulf Nationalisation policy, brought in by 

the Government, which meant that senior expatriates were replaced by Gulf 

Nationals. My job went to a bright young Bahraini who had qualified as a 

Chartered Management Accountant through the training programme I had 

introduced several years earlier. I was happy to hand over to him and I left 

Bahrain, moving to Ireland to specialise in aircraft financing – but that’s 

another story! 

 

Peter Hudson 

(Continued from page 6) 

THE CROCKERS 
 

We are very sorry that John and Joan Crocker have left the village and 

moved to Twyford. Both have been involved in local affairs during the 

36 years they have lived in the village  -  Joan in The Tuesday Club 

(also as a part time midwife!) and John as a very important village 

maintenance man. Over the years John has been heavily involved in 

many village activities and as a member of the footpath trio for 25 

years when all the footpaths were reinstated and new ones added, 

assisting the Church repair party in renewing all the gullies and drains, 

also assisting in repairing the Village Hall. This is in addition to all the 

work he carried out with the local Scout Group. They will be missed. 

David Holman 

“I’m learning the hokey cokey. Not all of it. But – I’ve got the ins 

and outs.” Iain Stirling (2014) 
 

“I needed a password eight characters long so I picked Snow White 

and the Seven Dwarves.” Nick Helm (2011) 
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I can only endorse from personal experience the importance of reading 

carefully and taking notice of Linda Clark’s Neighbourhood Watch article in 
the October 2017 issue of the Newsletter concerning SCAM e-mails and 
Telephone calls. 
 

During the last few months I have had several e-mails from fake BT sources 
and HMRC (Her Majesties Revenue and Customs), some of which are very 

crude and also some fake telephone calls. I contacted BT and HMRC with 
the details and they confirmed that the e-mails are fake and SHOULD NOT 
on any account be opened, they have requested, and I have sent ,copies of 

the e-mails to the genuine sources who will try to identify the originators. 
 

Resulting from the SCAM information I contacted the Warwickshire Police 

to see if they had any information leaflets and they sent the one below 
about Phone Scams., and a useful link on Page 9. 
 

With the information supplied by Linda’s Neighbourhood Watch article and 
the latest information from the Warwickshire Police I hope that it reduces 
the annoyance, concern and worry it can cause people. 

One final point if you think the e-mail is not genuine DELETE IT , 
and if you think the telephone call is not genuine PUT DOWN THE RECEIVER 
 

David Holman 

Phone Scams 
The police take phone scams very seriously. Criminals will often use scam 
phone calls as a way of defrauding people out of their money. On most 

occasions, people realise that the call is a scam, but we are encouraging 
people to continue be vigilant.  

 

What to look out for: 
Typically scammers will pretend to be from the police, and tell callers that 
their bank cards have been used fraudulently. Often the callers have stated 

that they are from the MET police, but they have been known to claim that 
they are from West Mercia Police, MI6 or the fraud squad. They will often 

say that they have the offenders in custody. 

 

Usually they will then ask the victim to contact their bank to cancel their 
cards. In doing so, they will 'hold the line', so the victim believes that they 

(Continued on page 9) 
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are calling their bank, when in fact they are still on the line to the offenders. 

They will then encourage the victims to hand over their bank details, 
including their PIN which they will often ask them to enter into the keypad 
of the phone.   

 

Following this they will say that the cards are needed and send a courier to 
collect them. Sometimes they will ask the victims to give a password which 

the courier will use to make it appear more genuine. Consequently the 
offenders have been able to withdraw money from victim's accounts. 

 

On other occasions, rather than sending a courier, they have asked the 
victims to transfer money to a secure police account, asking them to call 
back to verify that they are genuine, whilst holding the line.  Sometimes the 

scammers have told the victims to attend the bank to transfer money but 
told them that bank employees are involved in the scam, so not to mention 
it to them.  

 

More recently callers have told victims that they are from Customs and 
Excise and that they have paid too much tax. In order to get this back they 

must pay an amount of money via a courier. 

 

These scammers will often target those who are elderly or vulnerable. 

People with common surnames such as Jones or Smith tend to be targeted 
more often.  

 

What to do: 
We offer the following advice to protect you from these scams: 
•    Remember police officers, and banks will never ask for account details or 

PINs over the phone. 
•    Police officers and banks would never come to your house to collect 

your cards or property. 
•    They would also never ask you to transfer money to a secure account. 
•    If you receive a call like this, hang up immediately and call 101 using 

another phone. In an emergency or if a crime is in progress call 999. 
•    If you have elderly friends or relatives who may be vulnerable to this 
scam, please talk to them and make them aware. 
 

A link to he local safer neighbourhood team web page: -  

https://www.warwickshire.police.uk/wells?uprn=100071241688  

 

Helen Blake, Communications Officer, Warwickshire Police,  
T 01789 444748 (744 4748) 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Lunch at the Hall 

Lunch at the Hall is still being very well supported with around 30 
people attending on a regular basis.  Last year over £1,400 was raised 
towards the upkeep of our lovely ancient Church. 
 
This year in January we repeated our Traditional English Afternoon 
Cream Tea.  On a cold miserable afternoon the hall looked lovely, 
welcoming, and full of people enjoying home made sandwiches, 
scones and delicious cakes.  We intend to continue with this in 
January as lunch on the first Saturday of the year is too close to 
Christmas. 
 
Please come and join us for lunch when you can, the next one being 
on Saturday 7th April. 
 
Any further information please contact Christine Pym (738948) 
Elisabeth Gilchrist (730213) or Pauline Tarrant (730687) 

During 2017 the sum of 
£115.00 was raised through 
EASYFUNDRAISING for 
Church Funds.  Very many 

thanks to all of you who support this by purchasing your online goods 
through the EASYFUNDRAISING SITE.  Most large companies offer 
between 1% - 1.5% (some more) of the purchase price to the charity 
and this doesn't cost you a penny more!!!  Nearly all the big names 
(and very many small companies) are participants in the scheme - 
John Lewis, Marks and Spencer, Waitrose, House of Fraser, Curry's, 
Amazon etc. etc. 
If you require any details please contact me.   
Pauline Tarrant (730687) 
Email: pauline_tarrant@hotmail.co.uk 
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Tuesday Club, as the name implies, meets on Tuesday in the Village 
Hall at 10.30 am, except every 3rd week when the library van comes 
and we then meet at 10.00 am. 
 

We have a varied programme produced three times a year which 
includes quizzes, games, talks and outings. Our Christmas lunch at 
The Rose & Crown in Ratley unfortunately had to be postponed 
because of the snowy weather but was much enjoyed by all when we 
went in January. We also had Roz and Sarah back to demonstrate 
their lovely Christmas flower arrangements in December. 
 

Since January, our programme has included “unusual objects” which 
brought out some very strange things from drawers, cupboards and 
attics. 
 

As always we cooked pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and are happy to 
see anyone call in to sample one. We are playing Uno and a Dingbats 
quiz before Easter. Roz and Sarah are again coming to demonstrate 
“Spring Flowers” for Easter. We also have a visit to Ivy Lodge, Radway 
to see the spring flowers followed by lunch at The Castle. 
 

In June we have an outing planned for Toddington Steam Train to 
Cheltenham with lunch at “The Pheasant” in Toddington before we 
set off. If anyone is interested we do have one or two spare seats on 
the coach. 
 

For further details please contact – Christine Pym (738948), Keri 
Holman (730326) or Mavis Palmer (730901) or indeed any member of 
Tuesday Club. 
 

Mavis Palmer 

Tuesday Club 

 
“You can’t lose a homing pigeon. If your homing pigeon doesn’t 

come back, then what you’ve lost is a pigeon.” Sara Pascoe (2014) 
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THE INN AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

I think it is very disappointing that we no longer have the The Inn at 

the Village Hall. It was started in April 2015 resulting from some 

villagers saying that there were very few activities taking place in the 

Village Hall.  So Tammy Barker, Mike Pearson and Ben Zammett 

(Terry Clark stepped in towards the end to bring added support) got 

together to set up the ‘The Inn at the Village Hall’ to generate 

community spirit/support. Besides being used as a Pub, they held lots 

of events for all ages including Easter Egg Hunts, Quizzes, Greyhound 

Racing, to name just a few. Unfortunately this year they decided to 

close it down due to lack of support, which is a sad loss to the village. 

Those who supported their events would like to thank Tammy, Mike, 

Ben and Terry for all the hard work they did. 
 

The Village Hall committee are still doing a few fundraising events 

through the year, not too dissimilar to what was done by ‘The Inn at 

the Village Hall’, but these are to raise funds for the hall. 

Keri Holman 

 

What shall we 

shout at tonight 

dear, Politics, 

Sport, the EU, 

Cookery, a Quiz, 

DIY, Antiques or 

a Game Show? 
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I had hoped to report that the Parish Plan had moved on to the next 

stage of the process i.e. approval and acceptance by Stratford District 

Council. 

Sadly this has not happened as the Plan has not been submitted to 

SDC by the Parish Council. 

The Plan was amended at the end of 2017 to include the results of 

the Parish Councils’ enquiry into housing needs and some minor 

adjustments and updating of the Action Plans. 

The Parish Councils’ enquiry did not find that there was a housing 

need in the village and this conclusion has been included in the Parish 

Plan. 

There has also been no progress on traffic and road safety since July 

2017 when the PC and WCC agreed to undertake a check of speed 

levels, but this has not happened. 

As traffic was one of the major concerns in the Parish Plan Survey it is 

disappointing that this issue continues to be ignored. 

On the plus side it is pleasing that many of the Actions proposed in 
the Plan have been achieved and this includes an increase in social 
activities and a greater awareness of community issues. Also the 
community website www.shotteswell.com has been developed and 
now some village groups are able to post their event information and 
other updates directly onto the website. 
 
Brian Noble  -  Chair  -  Shotteswell Parish Plan Steering Committee 

Shotteswell Parish Plan 
Your Village - Your Say                            

http://www.shotteswell.com
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Mum, the man on the 
TV said I need to know if 
I’m having a hard or a 

soft breakfast! 

 

Mobile Library 
 

New residents might like to know that Shotteswell is fortunate to have 

the services of the Warwickshire Mobile Library.  The Library Van 

arrives by the bus shelter at 11.20 a.m. on Tuesdays every three weeks 

and stays for 35 minutes.  There is a wide range of fiction and non-

fiction and once you are registered with the Library you can log-on 

and search and reserve books on line from the whole of the 

Warwickshire library service which are delivered when they become 

available.   
 

Keri Holman will be pleased to give you further details and let you 

have the forthcoming dates when it will be coming.  (730326) 

Ethel Upton 
Ethel Upton died recently aged 97.  She was born in the village and 
lived here all her life until three years ago a fire severely damaged 
her home next to the Church.  Ethel had been a widow for many 
years and after the fire she moved to Southam to live with her 
daughter and son-in-law.  Ethel loved her garden and took great 
pride in it together with a small pond where frogs lived and 
flourished which gave her much pleasure. 

 

Ethel was a wonderful mother to all her children and will be sadly 
missed by all who were privileged to know her. 

Eileen Spencer 
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Last year’s AGM, which was held on the 14th November, saw a 

couple of changes to the committee. Both Mike Palmer and Elisabeth 

Gilchrist stepped down after many years on the committee. They 

were presented with a small gift on behalf of the village hall as a 

token of thanks for all their time and effort over the years. We 

welcome Nicola Stephens who has joined the committee this year.  
 

A decision has been made to confirm committee meetings are open 

to the public to attend. Whilst the constitution prevents us from 

giving the public a vote or the right to participate in meetings it is 

hoped that this will give villagers a chance to ask questions and 

voice any ideas and suggestions they may have after the conclusion 

of the formal meeting. The date of the next meeting is set for the 24th 

April at 19:45 in the Village Hall. A reminder will be posted on the 

notice boards and the village social media pages nearer the time. 
 

We have continued hosting a number of fundraising events for the 

Village Hall and the recent Quiz and Chilli night raised an 

impressive £320 for village hall funds. Our annual race night held on 

17th March was not well supported owing to the bad weather.  Thank 

you to those who supported these two events. Look out for future 

events later in the year. 
 

By the time you read this our first Easter Raffle draw will have taken 

place. Congratulations to the winners and our thanks to the 

businesses who very kindly donated prizes – The Falcon, Rose and 

Crown at Ratley, Majestic Wine and Barry Callebaut. 
 

At the January committee meeting we decided to explore options and 

possibilities for a new heating system in the hall. This would make 

the whole building, including the toilets, warmer and hopefully more 

welcoming. This is an idea still very much in the early stages but we 
(Continued on page 16) 

Shotteswell Village Hall 



16  

will keep everyone updated with progress over the coming months. 
 

The Village Fete will take place on Saturday 7th July and we look 

forward to another huge success. Many thanks to the fete committee 

who put in so much time and effort into the organisation so that it runs 

smoothly and provides funds for the Village Hall and St Laurence 

Church.   
 

The Village Hall is used by the Church for the monthly Lunch at the 

Hall, which is going from strength to strength, and the weekly Tuesday 

Club, among other events. Amanda Duncan and Lesley Nell organised 

a very successful Christmas Bazaar and generously donated profits to 

the hall and the church. 
 

The Hall is, of course, available to hire for private events and 

functions. There is a fitted kitchen with crockery and cutlery for up to 

sixty persons in addition to glasses, kettles and water urns, etc. 
 

We have recently welcomed Abi Clayton and her weekly Yoga classes 

back to the village hall. These run on a Tuesday evening between 6:30 

and 7:30pm and they are open to everyone of all levels of ability. 

Please contact Abi directly on 07854 696553 for further information 

and to book your place.  

 

Committee Members for 2018 are; Ben Zammett (Chair), Terry 

Clark (Treasurer), Linda Clark (Secretary and Lettings), Joan Noble, 

Val Ingram, Hilary Wareing, Tammy Barker and Nicola Stephens. 

In addition to providing a venue for your parties and activities the hall 

has equipment which is available for hire, 

 

Hire Costs; 

Hall - £6 per hour. 

 

Equipment for individual hire; 

Go-pack folding tables – £2 each 

Chairs – 25p each 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Cutlery and crockery – POA 

Skittles & Coconut Shy - £5 each 

Trestle tables - £3 each 

6m Gazebo - £30 

Contact Linda Clark 738143 or Ben Zammett 738564  

  

Birthday/Anniversary Club 

Don’t forget the Village Hall’s Birthday/Anniversary Club. For only 

£5 on your special day you get the flag flown, your name(s) on the 

chalkboard along with a card and small gift delivered through your 

door on the morning of your big day. All funds raised go towards the 

upkeep of the hall and forthcoming projects.  

Ben Zammett 

(Continued from page 16) 
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Storing Apples 

One of the nicest things about living in a village is that many of the gardens 
have sufficient space for an apple tree or even two.  Old maps show the 
centre of Shotteswell as covered by orchard, and there is still a good 

scattering of venerable apple trees amidst the houses.  When we arrived 
here our garden had four old trees.  The two ‘Emneth Earlies’ have sadly 
since died off, but the two big cookers still provide prolific crops.  Over the 

years, I have planted a number of new trees as cordons, so, come the 
autumn, I often have the luxury of an abundance of fruit.  The trouble is 

that, at that time of year, everyone else seems to have plenty of apples, too, 
so there’s not always someone to give the surplus away to.   
So as not to waste too many, I have developed a very simple method of 

storing the crop that works well for me.  I am assured that this could be of 
interest to other apple-tree owners, so here it is:   
Without worrying about being neat, wrap each apple in paper (an Argos 

catalogue is ideal for the job – right size, right grade of paper) and place in 
an ordinary plastic carrier bag.  Tie the top loosely and store in an unheated 

shed or garage.   Avoid packing any fruit that is obviously damaged or 
unsound.  A few fruits inevitably go off, but the majority stay sound and firm 
and some years I have enough to last through until April/May.   It works for 

most varieties, but not all. 
 

Juicing Apples 

Perhaps I planted just a few more apples trees than I actually needed….  If 
there is a bumper year, I can end up storing quite a few bags to use over the 

winter.  Even if all the family work hard to ‘keep the doctor away’, there can 
be sufficient fruit to warrant more drastic means of using it up than the 
daily dose.  I have found that juicing provides the ideal solution: there’s no 

need to take the skin off the fruit, making it quick and easy even if the 
apples are small.  Taking it a step further, I have devised a way to store the 
juice.  This means that I can make a batch and there is juice when we want 

it, rather than someone bothering to get out and wash up the juicer each 
time we remember that we like apple juice.  This is what I do:   

Buy a tub of powdered vitamin C (I buy mine from Holland and Barrett). 
Fetch in from your unheated shed or garage, one of the stored plastic bags 
full of apples.  Juice these in your juicer, but let the juice flow into a jug 

(Continued on page 19) 

Apples 
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Shotteswell Fete  -  Saturday 7th July 2018 

1.00pm – 5.00pm 
 

Arrangements are well in hand for this year’s event – so make a 

note on your calendar now! 
 

Each year we try to make the fete a little different whilst 

maintaining all the old favourite stalls, displays and competitions.  

We hope to have another display by all or some of the 

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, though this is still 

subject to confirmation.  Look out for forthcoming 

notices giving further details and timings. 
 

 

We rely heavily on volunteers to help with setting up beforehand and on the 

day so please contact Mike Pearson, Ben Zammett or Alan Reilly if you are 

willing to help.  Even if you can’t be present on the day you can contribute 

both by donating goods for the stalls or prizes or setting up beforehand or 

clearing up afterwards. 

 

Watch for further details. 

    Alan Reilly 

containing a teaspoon of the vit. C.  This stops the juice from oxidising and 

thus prevents it from going brown.  Pour the juice into clean jamjars (I 
choose the taller ones) with good lids and close the lids tightly; make sure 
the jars are well-filled.  Place the filled jars in a pan and top this up with 

sufficient cold water to entirely immerse the jars, lids and all.  Warm the 
pan gently until the water reaches ‘fruit bottling’ temperature – I use a 
kitchen thermometer which puts this at 74°C - and keep it around that for a 

few minutes.  And that’s it.  Just open a jar when you fancy a glass.  Stored 
in a cool place – the unheated shed or garage - they should keep for 

months.  Maybe years, but in our house, we’ve always drunk them long 
before that.  [Note: if the seal on the jar was not perfect, the juice will have 
fermented and will be fizzy: don’t drink that one, and remember to only use 

good lids next time!]. 

Harriet Jordan 

(Continued from page 18) 
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Once again, I am writing this article while based in 

the USA and I suppose it is not surprising that my 

thoughts return again to the differences and 

similarities between life here in Eagle, Idaho and 

Shotteswell in rural Warwickshire.  One striking 

difference at this time at the beginning of March is 

the weather.   We always keep up to date with the 

happenings in the UK through the BBC website 

and news from friends in the village, and naturally enough, we keep an 

eye on the weather.  International news does not figure prominently in 

the local media in Boise, the Idaho Statesman being singularly 

parochial in its outlook.  Even Mr Trump gets barely a mention, a 

leading news story is more likely to feature a mishap on the local 

Interstate or a prominent local politician supporting a worthy cause.  

The rest of the world fades into footnotes.  The weather, however, 

generates a universal fascination.  A quick glance at temperatures and 

precipitation at this season might give the impression that the climate 

here in Idaho just now is much the same as in central England.  

However, a quick glance at the BBC News would quickly reveal stark 

contrasts.  It snows here, it is very cold at night, it can be windy and 

there can be disruption – but not on the scale currently experienced in 

Shotteswell and elsewhere in the UK just at the moment.  The reasons 

are many (and some very obvious), but it does illustrate a point I made 

in a previous newsletter article that there are strong similarities and 

strong differences in life and attitudes on either side of the Atlantic. 
 

Towards the end of last year the entire PCC attended a training 

meeting for representatives of the local parishes.  The session had 

been set up to inform them of the Diocesan policy towards 

safeguarding children and the vulnerable in our communities.  There 

was certainly an element of ‘Why are we being led through all this 

obvious stuff?’ but it was interesting to hear of the personal experience 

of some of the speakers and to be given the opportunity as a PCC to 

examine our own attitudes.  The Shotteswell PCC discussed our 

(Continued on page 21) 
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application of the guidelines regarding children and also went on to 

look at our attitudes towards the vulnerable and to visitors who appear 

in church and at village functions from time to time.  On the whole, we 

thought, we were a pretty friendly and welcoming bunch and would 

always be warm and open to the stranger.  However, we did agree to 

take care to be watchful of this aspect of church life and try to be open 

and approachable.  I guess this was no more nor no less than any other 

church community would strive to achieve. 
 

I mention this here because we have always been struck by the warmth 

and friendly response we get when we travel in the US.  On our travels 

Sue and I try to attend an Episcopalian church each Sunday.  In Boise 

this is St Michael’s Cathedral where we are always treated like valued 

friends.  We are made to feel special members of the church 

community.  Similarly, in our travels we have visited many such 

communities in the mid-West and Pacific regions and have always 

been warmly greeted and made to feel welcome.  On our most recent 

visit to the US we found ourselves in Tucson, Arizona.  Tucson has a 

reputation as quite a cultural centre, home to the large campus of the 

University of Arizona and a centre for performing arts.  We attended a 

concert of world class calibre in the city concert hall.  It is an affluent 

city, though not without its poorer neighbourhoods.  On the Sunday of 

our stay in that region, as is our custom, we attended the local 

Episcopalian church close to the neighbourhood where we had rented 

a house.  It was a fine church, obviously extremely wealthy, with 

many facilities such as meeting rooms, teaching rooms, recital rooms 

and offices for the long list of clergy who seemed to have a role in the 

running of the parish business.  We arrived quite early for the service 

and were courteously greeted and handed a service sheet and we sat 

and watched the large congregation assemble.  It appeared a 

community who were comfortable within themselves.  The service 

followed the familiar liturgy, though there were one or two moments 

that brought us up with a start.  Arizona in general and Tucson in 

particular is a deeply conservative region and the young woman who 

delivered the sermon began her delivery with reference to the dreadful  

(Continued from page 20) 
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and horrific events at the school in Florida where so many young 

people had been shot just the week before.  She spoke movingly about 

her attitude to guns and how people should be examining their 

consciences in some rather ill-defined way, but felt moved to stress 

that she was in no way recommending the change of any gun laws 

(presumably for fear of offending the wealthy benefactors).  This is 

probably a cynical view, but from our British perspective it did jar 

somewhat.  Later in the service, during the prayers, a prayer was 

offered for the local native American people who had formerly 

inhabited the area prior to the arrival of European settlers.  They were 

referred to as ‘the former custodians of the land’ on which the church 

and its buildings were situated and which is now OWNED by the 

church.  We saw no evidence of any of the former custodians of the 

land in the congregation nor of them being attracted, and at best it 

seemed a very condescending sentiment.  After the service we walked 

around the church and the buildings and helped ourselves to coffee 

that was available in one of the pleasant cloisters where urns and cups 

and saucers were placed on tables.  It was a beautiful setting with 

citrus trees and succulent plants in pots all around a square of beautiful 

green (artificial) grass.  However, we were approached by no one.  All 

the abundant clergy were busy with their parishioners and not one 

member of the congregation spoke to us.  No one.  It was so out of 

keeping with any previous experience that it was shocking, but it gave 

us a chance to observe that particular community in action.  There was 

much going on, but it was totally inward looking – it was exclusive – 

and it brought to my mind, very vividly, those discussions we’d had as 

a PCC that Autumn evening in Ratley village hall where we discussed 

our intention to be a welcoming and friendly church.  I bet the 

congregation of St Philip’s in the Hills of Tucson, Arizona would have 

said the same as us, but by golly they certainly did not practice it. 
 

I should now mention recent initiatives at St Laurence.  The painting 

of the interior is now complete thanks to the efforts of a skilled and  

dedicated workforce and at long last the fulfilment of the wishes of  
 

(Continued from page 21) 
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Luise Gunter are under way.  Luise bequeathed a substantial sum to 

the church with the wish that the carpets and curtains be renewed.  The 

extended work on the fabric has delayed the implementation of her 

wishes, but the PCC has resolved that the time is now right finally to 

get these improvements accomplished.  Some new curtains are already 

in place and as I write Ros Adkins is working on the huge curtains to 

cover the west door in the tower.  They will look splendid when 

complete and Ros has worked so hard to see this through.  Soon we 

should have a new carpet and the interior of the church will look better 

than it has for many, many years.  It is a real tribute to the whole 

village community which has supported all the initiatives that have put 

us in this position. 
 

However, we never finish.  We have responsibility for the care of a 

building, some of which dates back over a thousand years.  There will 

always be something pressing.  The roof still leaks and we need to fix 

it, the timber needs constant attention, we would like more efficient 

heating, it would be wonderful to restore the ancient pendulum clock – 

and so on and so on.  It will never end.  We need your support – 

without it the church would be an empty decaying shell and not the 

heart of a welcoming and open community – the very fabric on which 

our village depends. 
 

Alan Reilly  -  March 2018  

(Continued from page 22) 

Maurice Boneham 
Maurice Boneham died on March 9th.  He was Shotteswell’s oldest 
resident at 89 years. 
Maurice was born in Mollington and apart from doing his National 
Service in the army he spent the rest of his life here in Shotteswell 
where he attended the village school.  In his younger days his hobby 
was repairing and restoring steam engines. 
He was a very genuine man, quiet, kind and caring and he will be 
missed by all who knew him. 

Eileen Spencer 
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Who doesn’t love hedgehogs? Those engaging little creatures who 

shuffle around our gardens on a summer evening in search of a good 

meal to fatten themselves up for their long winter hibernation.  

 

Luckily this winter I’ve had several cross my path in various gardens 

in the village, mainly adults hibernating for the winter. This is good 

news as hedgehogs are in decline.  

 

During December’s heavy snowfalls we found three hoglets in the 

same week searching for food in the garden. They appeared to be far 

too young to be out in the daylight and didn’t seem to be big enough to 

hibernate at this point although we were feeding them with cat 

biscuits. Luckily we discovered wonderful veterinary nurse in 

Middleton Cheney called Tess Merry, who runs an animal sanctuary 

called The Nutkin Ward, who answered our call for advice.  

 

She told us that if they weigh less than 600 grams, which is about the 

size of a large grapefruit and they were out during the day then they 

needed to be taken in to her sanctuary to be over 

wintered as their chances of survival were poor. 

At the time that we took our finds in, she already 

had 42 hedgehogs on the premises plus quite an 

assortment of other wildlife. Being a veterinary 

nurse she also has access to a range of medicines 

should they be needed to help the animal survive.  

 

She has an interesting page on Facebook which shows the variety of 

wildlife she is called on to save and this month The Nutkin Ward is 

one of Banbury Waitrose’s good causes. 

 

Hopefully we’ll get a call in the spring to relocate our little hedgehogs 

back here in Shotteswell to continue their journeys around our 

gardens. 

Jan Burgess 

Hedgehogs 
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A few words from Kenneth Arthur Dodd,  ‘comedian, 
singer and (in his own words) failed accountant.’ 

 
- "I haven't spoken to my mother-in-law for 18 months. I don't like to 
interrupt her." 

- "I've seen a topless lady ventriloquist. Nobody has ever seen her lips 
move." 

- "Honolulu: it's got everything: sand for the children, sun for the 
wife, sharks for the wife's mother." 

- "Doctor, 'How old are you?' 'I'm approaching 50.' 'From which 
direction?’.” 

- "How do you make a blonde laugh on a Sunday? Tell her a joke on a 
Wednesday." 

- "Tonight when you get home, put a handful of ice cubes down your 
wife's nightie and say: 'There's the chest freezer you always 
wanted'." 

- "My act is very educational. I heard a man leaving the other night, 
saying: 'Well, that taught me a lesson'." 

- "My dad knew I was going to be a comedian. When I was a baby, he 
said, 'Is this a joke?'." 

- "The man who invented cats' eyes got the idea when he saw the 
eyes of a cat in his headlights. If the cat had been going the other 
way, he would have invented the pencil sharpener." 

"I thought it would be a good idea to go into politics. Maybe I am a 
little old,  but you know, I'd love to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
That way I'll be united with my money." 

 

“Hey, if anyone knows how to fix some broken hinges, my door’s 

always open.” Paul F. Taylor (2016)  

 

“If you don’t know what introspection is, you need to take a long, 

hard look at yourself.” Ian Smith (2015) 
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This fun and fruity dessert is the perfect no-bake treat. 
 

TOTAL TIME: 0:20   PREP: 0:20   LEVEL: EASY    SERVES: 6 
 
INGREDIENTS 
1 cup. cream cheese, 
softened 
1/2 cup. heavy cream 
1/4 cup. powdered sugar 
1 pt. strawberries, 
bottoms and tops sliced 
off and hollowed out 
Crushed graham crackers (or sweetened digestive biscuits) for garnish 
 
DIRECTIONS 
In a stand mixer fitted with the paddle attachment, beat cream 
cheese, 2 to 3 minutes. Add heavy cream and powdered sugar and 
beat until fluffy. 
Transfer mixture to a piping bag and pipe into strawberries. 
Garnish with crushed graham crackers and serve. 

Jeanette Coogan 

Cheesecake Strawberries  

Village Hall Parking  

 

It has been noted that some villagers use the Village Hall car park for 

extended periods of parking inconveniencing our patrons who hire the 

facility. It is respectfully requested that villagers refrain from unauthorised 

parking unless they have sought agreement from a committee member who 

can confirm that there are no bookings for the period required. The 

committee are grateful to the occasional resident who does follow this 

procedure and offers a donation towards the maintenance and upkeep of this 

village amenity.  

 

Linda Clark – Lettings Officer (Tel. 738143) 
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Proposed footpath diversion 
When the New Road houses were built in the late 1950s, they were 
placed directly over the line of the public footpath (SM163) which 
links Shotteswell village and ‘The Falcon’ on the B4100.  In error, this 
right of way was never formally diverted.  This means that, in law, the 
right of access still lies through the New Road development.  Strange 
though it may seem, the properties involved are thus illegally 
obstructing the route! 
 
After the houses had been constructed, villagers and other users of 
the footpath first took a line which ran between the field stile and the 
corner of the Laurel Farm paddock near the New Road garages.  
Changes in fencing led to the current permissive arrangement of 
access through the two farm gates.  This gave a way through to link 
with the public footpath, and provided an informal route around the 
obstruction.  There was, however, no formal diversion made. 
 
Clearly, as things stand, the situation could make it difficult for 
anyone wishing to buy or sell some of the New Road properties which 
still, in law, block the right of way.  For walkers, while it is very good 
to have the informal route which provides a way around the problem, 
in theory, this could be withdrawn at any time, should the landowner 
so wish.  Although hopefully unlikely, if this were to happen at some 
point in the future, access to the existing right of way beyond would 
be lost, cutting off the village link north to the Falcon, farm shop, and 
other footpaths.  Additionally, the wonderful new ‘Jim Page Memorial 
Walk’ would cease to be available as a circular route. 
 
Over the winter months, Warwickshire County Council has been 
looking at ways to resolve the issue of the obstructed public footpath.  
Their initial suggestion has been to divert the path further to the west 
such that the existing footpath crosses southwards from the farm 

(Continued on page 28) 
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stile, straight across the paddock to the northern end of the New 
Road green.   From here, they propose that the path cross the green 
to meet First Turn.  To join with the continuation of the right of way 
where it runs south across the village playing field, walkers would 
then use the public road.  
 
To date, the County has consulted with the owners of land and 
property directly affected.  A second phase of consultation has been 
with the parish council and other relevant national bodies.  The 
County is now considering the responses received. 
 
Kissing gates 
On other matters, the Footpaths Team will shortly be putting in the 
kissing gates purchased by the Parish Council.    These are to be 
placed where the public footpaths branch off Mollington Lane at the 
bottom of the village.  It is hoped that the gates will increase the 
safety of users by helping prevent young children or dogs from 
running out into the lane. 
 
Volunteers welcome! 
With the main growing season almost here, the Team would very 
warmly welcome additional hands to help us keep the village paths 
clear.  If anyone feels that they might be able to join us for even just 
one mowing session over the coming spring/summer (weekday, 
evening, or weekend!!) we would love to hear from them. 
Harriet  (tel:730464) and the Footpaths Team 
 

Harriet Jordan 

(Continued from page 27) 

Please note that Farnborough Garden Centre are now offering a 
10% discount on plant purchases using the voucher in their 

advertisement on Page 35. 
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It certainly seems to have been a long and cold winter. Snow fell in mid-

December 2017 and again in January and late February/early March this 

year, culminating in the lowest March day temperature recorded in the UK. 

However, with Spring around the corner, all this will soon be forgotten for 

another year! 

This means that many of us have been or will soon be tempted to start 

sowing seeds (often tempted by the arrival of big displays of seed packets in 

the shops and garden centres). We all know, from bitter experience, that it 

is important not to jump too soon when it comes to seed sowing. Too early 

sowing will leave us with a rash of greenhouse benches and/or windowsills 

packed with yellow etiolated seedlings by mid-April. The general rule is not 

to sow any seeds before mid-March and even early April, because the plants 

will always catch up. 

I am sure that no-one has seen an active slug or snail 

in the gardens for several months, as they 

are over-wintering until the spring. Snails, it 

seems, are not indigenous as they came to 

the UK with the Romans, and then found it 

was very much to their liking. A medieval 

superstition saw snails as a cure for warts. 

For this, you had to let the snail crawl on the 

wart, and then impart the snail on a thorn. When the snail dies the wart will 

fall off – just like that!  (This is an example of the medieval doctrine of 

transference. In transferring the wart’s evil to the snail, it means when the 

snail dies, so does the wart). 

Perhaps we have moved on a bit scientifically since those days, but although 

we will continue to curse them in our gardens, it is worth remembering that 

other people have thought more creatively and imaginatively about them. 

Mike Palmer 

Notes from the Potting Shed                            

Hellooo, I’m 
back! 
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Remove the opportunities for burglary 

 
Burglaries are often committed by opportunist 
thieves. There is a range of measures that can be put 
in place to prevent a burglary but once in place they must be adopted 
at all times. You may think you are secure. However, it's possible to 
get into a routine and not realise the opportunity you are presenting to 

a thief. 

These are some of the common errors: 

 leaving doors open when working in the garden 

 leaving doors unlocked when watching television 

 leaving windows open in areas that are accessible to a thief, 

such as a flat roof or rear window next to garden furniture 

that can be used as a climbing aid 

 not locking up last thing at night assuming that someone in 

the house has already done it 

 in hot weather leaving downstairs windows or doors open. 

 just popping to neighbours and leaving the door unlocked 

 

Advice on preventing, recognising and reporting online crime 

Online crime (or cybercrime as it is often known) is simply a crime that  
has a computer or 'cyber' aspect to it. Online crime can affect desktop 
computers, laptops, tablets, home networks, smartphones or any 
device which now uses an internet connection. The effects of online 
crime can range from malware, including viruses, making your  
computer useless, to the theft of substantial amounts of money from 
your bank accounts or even the theft of your online identity. Your  
children could become victims of 'cyberbullying', be sent unsuitable  
material or exposed to content intended for adults.  

Take time to review your privacy settings on any social networks you  

(Continued on page 31) 
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use - you will be able to specify exactly who can see your profiles,  
photos, status updates and other information. It is recommended that  
you restrict your profile information so that it is only be seen by people 

you actually know. 

Be aware of speeding ticket scams 

From time to time, we are made aware of various scams nationally in 
which members of the public receive bogus Notices of Intended 
Prosecution by email One of the latest scams comes from fraudsters 

who are targeting motorists with realistic emails claiming to have 
photographic evidence of speeding. Warwickshire Police and West 
Mercia Police will only issue official Notices of Intended Prosecution 
by post, not by email. Anyone who receives an email of this nature is 
urged to immediately delete it, as it will install a virus on your device 
which can hack your details. 

For more information on speeding scams and how to report them, visit 
the Action Fraud website. 

 
Local Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators are: 
 
Linda Clark – lindamargaretclark@hotmail.com – Tel. 01295 738143 
Anne Omer – Tel. 01295 730312 
David Holman – Tel. 01295 730326 
Ray Adkins – Tel. 01295 730042 
Emily Pearson – Tel. 01295 730276 

Linda Clark: Email:  lindamargaretclark@hotmail.com 
Wellesbourne Safer Neighbourhood Team:  
wellesbourne.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk   Tel: 01789 444600 

 

Linda Clark  -  Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.   

Tel.01295 738143 

(Continued from page 30) 
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Belatedly, a Happy New Year and I must say after a succession of 
relatively mild winters, the weather this year has certainly taxed our 
Highways Team.  As always they rose to the challenge and kept 
Warwickshire moving.  The end of last year was spent considering 
what options would be appropriate for our budget and I pleased to say 
that we are not cutting any front-line services. 
 

COUNCIL BUDGET – After a lengthy debate on 6th February, the 
decision was finally taken to increase the Council Tax to 4.99% this 
year.  The County Council’s finances are in a sound state (unlike our 
neighbours - Northamptonshire) having been well managed over the 

past 10 years.  Mandatory services have been maintained despite a 
30% reduction in staffing and an equivalent reduction in Budget.  
Generally, Warwickshire is performing well.  Unemployment is 2.9% 
compared with a national average of 4.5%, productivity is 10% higher 
than the West Midland average, business base has grown by 5% in 
the last 12 months and there are now 25,585 businesses registered in 
Warwickshire.  Warwickshire is a popular county in which to live.  As 
well as wealth creation, the expanding population and hence housing 
numbers brings its problems to the infrastructure especially traffic on 
our roads. The budget set out to maintain the growth in Industrial 
base and at the same time invest in the Health and Well-Being of the 
residents. 
 

Warwickshire’s total budget is £342,532,013 (£469,728,105 if you add 
in the schools) £132,594,995 is spent on Adult Care and £56,698,493 
is spent on Children’s Welfare i.e Fostering, Adoption and 
Safeguarding. There will be further investments in Infrastructure 
Planning, Mental Health and Broadband improvement. 
 

To continue the strong financial position of the County Council as well 
as maintaining growth and the well-being of the less well off an 
increase in revenue of £45 million is required over 2 years. 
Departments will save £25million; increase in housing numbers will 

produce £9million; and the 4.99% increase in Council Tax this year, a 
further £10 million. Any shortfall will be taken from reserves (this will 
be predominately for one off items).  This year there will be no 

(Continued on page 33) 

Report from Cllr. Chris Williams,  

Your County Councillor        
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reduction in any of our front-line services. 
 

Warwickshire County Council was one of the first Shire Counties to 
set their Budget for next year and thus the Council Tax.  Since then 
our neighbouring Shire and unitary authorities have set comparable 
rises.  Use of reserves for revenue is a short-term measure as 

reserves do not last for ever.  We will be investing £100,000 to 
expand the capacity of our Transport Planning Team to maximise the 
funding received from developers to deliver the infrastructure 
requirements associated with housing and business growth across 
the county.  Such is the growth we are experiencing in Warwickshire 
we need to strengthen our capacity to meet that demand and deliver 
projects on time.  
 

Highways - This last month has seen some unprecedented bad 
weather and once again credit must go to the Gritting Team for their 
round the clock operations. Communities have rallied to the 

emergency and in particular 4X4 drivers and farmers have responded 
to calls for help. One of the consequences will be the deterioration in 
some of the roads and an increase in potholes. Please continue to 
report the bad ones but expect a delay in their repair as the teams 
prioritise work across the whole of Warwickshire. 
 

Health & Well-Being – So far this year has not been a good year for 
Health and Well-Being.  There has been much Flu type sickness 
which has stretched all the medical facilities and the cold weather has 
affected many of our older residents.  Loneliness is a major concern.  
One Parish Council I cover is considering a village, “Visiting the lonely 
initiative” which seems to me to be a worthwhile community project. 

Warwickshire Health and Well-Being Board meet regularly and 
integrated working within the County is top of their agenda.   
 

Blue Light Services - It was announced at the end of last month that 
a memorandum of understanding has been agreed between the West 
Midlands Fire Service and Warwickshire Fire & Rescue Service.  In 
the short term this will have little effect on our fire service, indeed it 
will improve cross border cooperation, and could streamline response 
time.  The Warwickshire service is due a government inspection later 

(Continued from page 32) 
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this year. 
 

As usual, if anyone would like to get in touch with me, please call on 
01295 770792 or send an email to cllrwilliams@warwickshire.gov.uk 
and I will endeavour to help you in any way I can. 
 

Cllr Chris Williams 
Member for Kineton & Red Horse Division - WCC     
March 2018 

(Continued from page 33) 

 

Forthcoming Events: - 

 

Lunch at the Hall Saturday 7th April 12.30  -  2.00 
Lunch at the Hall Saturday 5th May 12.30  -  2.00 

 

Hail & Farewell  
 

John & Joan Crocker of Satch’ll Edge, Bakehouse Lane have moved,  
and Hilary Anderson-Barr also of Bakehouse Lane will be leaving shortly.  

Both families have been in the village for many years. 
 

Welcome to  

Marlene & Reg Atkinson  who have moved into Satch’ll Edge. 
 

And any other newcomers who have moved into the village recently. 
 

 

Congratulations: - 
 

To Pauline and Tony Tarrant who celebrated their 50th Wedding 

Anniversary on the 17th February.  Where do the years go? 

Congratulations to Leonie and Matt Wilcock on the birth of their  
son Basil on March 3rd, brother for Scarlett and Cecily. 

mailto:cllrwilliams@warwickshire.gov.uk
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R.Wakelin Heating  

Services Ltd. 
 31 The Dairyground, Shutford, 

Oxon. OX15 6PN 

Tel: 01295 788359   

Mobile: 07810 754434 
     

ross@wakelinheatingservices.co.uk 
 

Boiler Servicing / Repairs 
 

Gas and Oil 
 
 

Gas Safe Registered   Offtec Registered 

   (190421)                 (C6644) 

Banbury Farm &  
General Supplies Ltd. 

 

Supplier  of  fe nc ing  
mater ials,  pav ing s labs,  

sheds, gates,  too ls   and much,  
much more …  

Come  and v isit  us,   
we are  s ituate d on  the  

B410 0 between  
War mington  and  Gay don.  

 

Or contact us  on:   
01295 770707 

 
email:  

banbury@wynnstay.co.uk BRING THIS VOUCHER 
TO CLAIM YOUR  

PLANT DISCOUNT 

 
OFFER ENDS ON 
30th JUNE 2018 
(T&C’s APPLY) 

 

DISCOUNT 
ON PLANT 

 PURCHASES 
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FENNY COMPTON CINEMA 

       Held in the Village Hall  

The next showing at Fenny Compton Cinema will be 

Manchester by the Sea 

On April 21st at 7 pm 

all seats £3.00 

Further details from  -  Keith Hicks  -  770747        

or check on events blog:   

fcvhevents.blogspot.com.  
 
 

To join the film list and have the options emailed at the 
earliest opportunity please send your details to: 

cinema@fcvh.org.uk. 
  

To book in advance contact -  Keith Hicks, Tel: 770747. 

 

WRCC has run a community oil buying syndicate since October 2012. 
Together we’ve ordered nearly 3.5 million litres and 

saved £179,000 on behalf of members. 
 

Now from 2nd September 2017 there’s even more of an incentive to join 
with the introduction of our new FREE WRCC Energy membership 

scheme.  Customers can still order monthly and the more people who join, 
the more savings we can negotiate as a syndicate. 

 

For further details please phone 01789 472619 

or visit www.wrccenergy.org.uk  
Registered Charity No. 1081017 
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Red Horse Vale Ltd. 
Windmill Farm 

Banbury Road (A422) 

Oxhill 

Warwickshire CV35 0RP  
 

Offer  the following with delivery  
services throughout the area:   

Coal and Solid Fuels, Central Heating Oil, 
Farm Oils, 

Logs and Kindling Wood. 
Gas in Cylinders, Oil Tanks Sand & Ballast, 

Cement, 
Slabs, Fencing Materials, 

Garden Supplies, Top Soil, Composts, 
Wood Chippings, 

Animal Feeds, Garden Sheds 

& Cement Mixer Hire 
 

Always at your Service ! 
Call us for a Free Quotation ! 

 Also E. Commerce Shop 
 

Tel: 01926 642832 
website: www.redhorsevale.co.uk 

email: enquiries@redhorsevale.co.uk 

MISS “T” CATERING 

Good Home Cooked Food  

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties 

 

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

 

Wroxton Wood Yard 
 

Logs & Kindling Wood 
Seasoned Hardwood 

 

  

Delivered to your door 

Or 

Collect from Wroxton 
 

ESTABLISHED 
OVER 10 YEARS 

 

Call Richard or Sylvia Cook 
For a prompt and efficient  

Service 
 

01295 730010  
or 07774981297 

 

F N PILE & SONS  
FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 

BANBURY. OX17 1JL 

Tel 01295 211790 
 

Your local Supplier For: 

Wood Burning & Multi Fuel  
Stoves, Lawnmowers  

Garden Machinery 
Workshop & Garden Tools 

Calor Gas - Outdoor Clothing 
Spares, Repairs & Servicing 

 

Open 

Mon to Fri   8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat   8.30 – 12.00 noon 
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S.K Auto Repairs 
Unit 6, Manor Farm Buildings 
Mollington Road,  Shotteswell 

Banbury  Oxfordshire OX17 1HZ 
 

Mobile: 07769 565114     Tel: 01295 738300 
E-mail: stewartkeene@aol.com   

 

MOT TESTING CENTRE 
(Open 6 days a week) 

Service & repair any make/model 
 

Tyres Exhaust, Brakes, Clutches etc.   
Specialist in Peugeot, Citroen, Hyundai,& Landrover 

Established since 2002 with a professional, Friendly & welcoming atmosphere 
 

VEHICLE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN 

10 MILE RADIUS.  
 

Exit Shotteswell on Mollington Lane  
and garage just before Valley Farm Riding Stables 

Visit our showroom at 
Beaumont Road, Banbury, OX16 1RH (opposite Jewson) 
T: 01295 253936 E: info@ironandwood.co.uk  

www.ironandwood.co.uk   

 Traditional & Contemporary Stoves 

 Full Hetas Fitting Service 

 Chimney Lining 

 Accessories & Spare Parts 

 Friendly Professional Service 
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   01295 730544 

The Moon and Sixpence  Main Street Hanwell  
Oxfordshire OX17 1HW  

www.themoonandsixpencehanwell.com 

 

A picturesque pub restaurant for families, couples friends, 
wedding parties, a relaxing pint, a spot of lunch, something 

special...come and see for yourself 
  

Weekly changes in Table d’hôte menu 
Two and Three Course Meals available 

Family Sunday Lunches 
Ideal for functions - small and large, from  

parties of 10 to 150 peoples.   
 

From outstanding food from our function  
or à la carte menus that can be tailored to any specific  

requirements, along with a professional,  

highly trained team of friendly staff  
  

 
Summer coming  - enjoy Alfresco Dining  

on our Patio Terrace 
 

Pimms & Champagne by the glass  
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At our shop in Kineton we now stock a new range of home wares, 
including lamps, cushions, footstools and other items to accessorise 
your home.  We’re open Tuesday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm and 

Saturday 9.00am to 2.00pm. 
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As Sudoku is still a favourite here are two more for you to solve. 
 

I am sure you are aware of the rules, but for newcomers – to solve 
the puzzle each 3x3 box, each row and each column must contain all 
the numbers 1 to 9. 

    7    5 

         

   5 9  2  1 

 2  1      

6         

7   3    4 8 

  7  8 9    

8  2  6  5   

      9   

   9   8   

  6     3  

9 8  2  6  1  

 6 8       

    6    5 

 7     9  2 

5 9 2       

     3    

   8    5 7 

 
Sudoku  -  David Holman 
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Editors  
Tony Tarrant  -  Mount Stuart  -  730687 / Keri  Holman  - White Cottage 730326 

Advertising  -  David Holman  -  White Cottage 730326 

Produced by the Tuesday Club     shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk  

Advertising Rates 
 

Rates are for two editions of the A5 size News Letter which are 
published in April and October. 

1/8  page   £5              ¼   page     £10 
½   page   £15              Full Page    £30 

 The advertiser on first advert also allowed up to an A5 free page to 
write about his or her product. 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER PARTY - in aid of Church Funds. 
 
This year's PROGRESSIVE DINNER PARTY will be held on SATURDAY 
23rd JUNE 2018.  Flyers were delivered a few weeks ago and many of 
you have already put your names on the list but if you haven't done 
so and would like to join us please contact me asap. 
 
Last year we did things a little differently by adding the cost of the 
wine/drinks to your ticket, this seemed to meet with general approval 
as it saved guests bothering to bring a bottle on the night.  Therefore 
the cost this year will remain the same at £24.00 per person.  
 
Those of you who have put your names down already will receive 
further details in due course. 
 

Pauline Tarrant - email: pauline_tarrant@hotmail.co.uk 
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Bell Ringing 

Andrew Jeffrey - Secretary        738729 
 

Church St Laurence    

Priest in Charge  -  

Rev Barry Jackson              01926 640248 
Curate  - 
Rev Alexandra Willia ms  01926 259743 
Associate Minister  - 

Rev Canon Dr Richard Cooke 690213
         
 
 

Church Wardens 

Linda Clark                                      738143 

Andrew Jeffrey                                 738729  

 

Parochial Church Council 

Alan Reilly chairman                        730476 
Godfrey Boulton—Secretary            738244 
Pauline Tarrant—Treasurer             730687 

Linda Clark                                       738143 
Andrew Jeffrey                                 738729 
Mary Jeffrey                                  738361 
Christine Pym                                   738948 

David Holman                                   730326 

 

Fishman - comes round  

Chris  - - Wed 9.30ish          01295 758841  

 

Footpaths Team 

Harriet Jordan 730464 
Philippa Upton    738491
                                
           

Milkman  0345 6063606

          
 

Mobile Library  -                01926 851031 

Every 3 weeks on a Tuesday  11.20  - 11.45 

  
Neighbourhood Watch 

Linda Clark                          738143  

 

Newsletter   

Tony Tarrant                    730687 
Keri Holman                        730326 

David Holman  -  adverts                  730326 

 

Newspapers   

S&G. Smith  Banbury                    268499 
 

 
Riding School 

Valley Farm - Denise Faulkner      730576 

 
Parish Council 

Chairman. Les Faulkner                730576 
Vice Chair. Michael Pearson         730276 
Valerie Ingram also Clerk.             730203 

Jan Burgess            730443 
Anne Omer                                   730312 

 

Police Warwickshire         01926 415000 
Police  Wellesbourne         01789 444600 

 

Parish Plan 

Brian Noble  - Chairperson & Sec.  730688 
Harriet Jordan -Treasurer             730464 
 
Post Office -- Mon 9.00a m-1.00pm 

Valerie Ingram - 0ld Post Office     730203 

 

Postman            Delivers in the morning 

Post Box    weekdays 4.15pm     Sat 7am 

 

Tuesday Club 

Keri Holman         730326 

Mavis Palmer                                730901 

 

Village Hall 

Ben Za mmett  -  Chairman  738564 
Linda Clark   -  Secretary                 738143 
Terry Clark   -  Treasurer                 738143 
Nicola Stephens   07810698831 

Joan Noble                   730688 
Hilary Wareing                               738750 
Tammy Barker 07739166902 
Valerie Ingram 730203 

 
Warmington & District Bridge Club 

Mondays-Warmington Village Hall 7-10p m 
Mike Pa lmer        730901 

Pauline Tarrant   730687 

 

Warwickshire County Council  

Wednesday morning  
Green & Recycling Bins - Fortnightly. 
Grey Bin  -  Fortnightly - Intervening wks   
 
 

Email - shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk  
Website  -  www.shotteswell.com                    

D IR E CTO R Y 


