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Looking back I wasn't the best academic student at school. Sitting in 
classrooms listening to teachers dictate information to me wasn't my 
way of learning but then stick me in the music and art rooms and I 
was the happiest student in the school.  No complete surprise that 
my only exam passes were in art and music!  I had a weekend job 
helping out at a Care Home and I totally loved sharing my love of art 
and music with all the Residents, but my parents had other ideas for 
their 16 year old daughter - attending summer study at the local 
college and then off to college full time to re-do my O levels! I 
absolutely hated it and I was very good at being the rebellious 
daughter.   
 

My Mum, who was a nurse, was sitting in the staff canteen having 
one of those 'I don't know what I'm going to do with my daughter' 
conversations. The Principal Pharmacist looked up and said 'We'll 
take her on as a Student Pharmacy Technician. It's a 3 year course 
with a weekly day release to a Tech College.'  So that was my life 
decided for me and what a good decision it was. I totally thrived 
learning a job that was 'hands-on' and qualified 3 years later with a 
BTEC in Pharmaceutical Sciences. As much as I loved the job, I was a 
19 year old with a driving licence but no car, living at home under 
parent’s rules and I needed to escape.  
 

I came home one day from work to find 3 leaflets sitting on our 
breakfast table, one from each Military Recruitment Office (RAF, 
Army, Navy).  I decided to visit all 3 during my lunch breaks and the 
next thing I knew forms were being filled in and I was sitting the RAF 
aptitude tests.  28th August 1987, I arrive at RAF Swinderby in 
Lincolnshire to start my 12 weeks basic training. Oh my goodness, this 
is where the craziest skills of survival, trust and self respect are 
taught.  
 

We were taught how to iron, clean, spot the minutest bit of dust, bull 
our shoes, run, walk, march, strip and clean guns, shoot guns, survive 
in a gas chamber, laugh, shout, cry and become the best of the 

(Continued on page 4) 

My Life in the RAF 
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best.  12 weeks later I marched onto that parade square at my 
passing out parade feeling on top of the world.   I was then sent to 
RAF Halton in Aylesbury to start my medical training.  As a child, I 
went to St John’s Ambulance and learnt how to apply a bandage but 
this was something else. I had to learn how to deal with gunshot 
wounds, mass casualties, amputees and the list goes on of what 
horrendous injuries people can get on the battle field. 

 

On successfully completing all my training, I was ready 
for my first posting as a Pharmacy Technician to RAF 
Wroughton nr Swindon.  My duties included working in 
the Hospital Pharmacy and in the Medical Supply 
Flight.  This being my first posting, I still had a lot to 
learn about the life and ways of the military world. 
Being posted on my own away from all those I had 
been with throughout my initial training was hard and 
lonely. I remember walking into the mess for my 
breakfast on that first morning and just seeing a sea of 
faces, but being the military it didn't take long to make 
new friends. The Medical Supply Flight was totally new 
to me and I got stuck into learning my new role.  
 

A year later I was posted out to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus, 
I was only 20 years old and had never been on a plane before. I had to 
pack all my room up into a cardboard box and all my uniform into a 
kit bag and off I went to Brize Norton, boarded a VC10 Airbus and 
flew off to start my next chapter in my military career.  My role again 
was in Medical Supply Flight and working on rotation in the RAF 
Hospital Pharmacy, but completely different to what I had 
experienced back in England.  Here we were supporting all military 
units in Cyprus (RAF, Army and UN) plus everything that passed 
through us from a Navy ship to a Military aircraft. Anything medical, 
we ordered it, unpacked it, supplied it and supported it - equipment, 
medicines, machines, the list is endless but I totally loved this job. 
 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Passing out 
Parade aged 19 
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I was soon recommended for promotion to Corporal. I boarded the 
VC10 Airbus and made my way back to England. After several train 
journeys I arrived at RAF Hereford to undertake another gruelling 
course to become a Corporal.  Fortunately after successfully 
completing any military course there's always a great celebration to 
have in the NAAFI bar!  After being presented with my Corporal 
stripes, it's back to Cyprus, back to work and undertaking more 
responsibilities. 
 

1990 came and so did Gulf War 1.  Working in Medical Supply Flight 
was busy; we had more aircraft, ships coming through and new units 
to support out in the Gulf. Refresher courses were attended to make 
sure our respirators were working and to make sure we knew exactly 
what to do in case of a chemical warfare.  I remember queuing up at 
the General Office to write my Will. I was 22 years old, had no 
boyfriend and the only possessions I had was whatever I could fit in 
my locker - I had no idea what to write!  We were moved from 
Medical Supply Flight to a hanger on the airfield. Here we had to set 
up a temporary Medical Supply Unit, so it would be easier to support 
all those involved in the Gulf War.  Belgium RAF was flown in to take 
over our peacetime roles back at the Medical Supply Flight. 
 

Early 1991 the war was over for us, our temporary unit was packed 
away and the hanger was converted into a huge bar and dance floor 
where we celebrated the end of the war in true military style.  1991 
also saw me being part of the repatriation teams for both Flight 
Lieutenants John Nichol and John Peters who were shot down and 
captured by Iraqi forces and also for Terry Waite when he was 
released after four years held captive as a hostage. 
 

In August 1992, I started to date a lad from the RAF Regiment. 
 

During 1993 I had the privilege of meeting Queen Elizabeth II during 
her Royal visit to the island and also very fortunate to be invited to 
board the Royal Yacht Britannia. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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January 1994 saw us both being posted, me back to RAF Wroughton 
and my lovely man to Northern Ireland!! 
 

In 1995 I was recommended for promotion to Sergeant. I now had my 
own car and was able to drive myself to RAF Halton to undertake my 
Sergeant's training. Yet again I was able to enjoy the after course 
celebrations and be presented with my third stripe.  Back to RAF 
Wroughton but unfortunately there was the announcement to close 
the base. So we were all set to work to pack up and strip the base to 
an empty shell.  
 

In the military, it is frowned upon for a Senior rank to date a Junior 
rank and my man was still a Junior rank, so he decided to leave so 
that we could get married the following year. 
 

December 1995, saw me posted back to RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus. Wow, 
you lucky thing everyone said, but I was leaving my man behind.  So I 
arrived at my new room in the Sergeant’s accommodation feeling 
completely sorry for myself and not wanting to be there. Working as 
a Sergeant in Medical Supply Flight was completely different to when 
I was last there. I now had a senior role and no longer worked on 
rotation in the Pharmacy. I soon made new friends but I missed my 
man.  
 

May 1996, saw me marrying my man in Barbados and in the August 
we both moved into a married quarter.  This soon became the social 
hub or just a place to escape to for my subordinates.   
 

During 1997, I was promoted to Acting Warrant Officer/Substantive 
Sergeant. This meant that I wore the rank of Sergeant but did the job 
of and got paid as a Warrant Officer and I was now overseeing 
everything. Who'd have thought when I was first posted out here as a 
young 20 year old that I would end up running the department.  
 

February 1998 saw the birth of our son, but me being a military 

(Continued from page 5) 
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person I was only allowed six weeks off but because I went two weeks 
past my due date, I ended up going back to work when he was only 
one month old. This was so hard but made easier knowing that my 
husband was looking after him. 
 

July 1998 saw me being posted to RAF Marham in Norfolk and to a 
completely different role. I was to be the Pharmacy/Medical Supplies 
Sergeant in a Medical Centre and my working hours were so much 
longer.  We made a lovely home in our new married quarter but 
being a stay at home Dad was hard for my husband and he was 
itching to start a new career. He was successful in joining 
Warwickshire Police College which I fully supported but meant that 
our son had to be looked after by a full time child minder.  
 

I soon found out that I was on the list to be 
sent out to Bosnia, but who would look after 
our son? It was time for me to re-think my life 
and as much as I loved my job it was time to 
start being a Mum to our son. After a very 
long chat with my Warrant Officer the 
decision was made to medically downgrade 
me so that I could work my notice and not be 
sent out to any Operational duties.  
 

On 12th January 2000, I was medically upgraded and discharged from 
the RAF.  
 

Do I regret it? No. Do I miss it? Yes. 
 

Jan Beaumont 

(Continued from page 6) 

RAF Akrotiri 1991 

If any of our readers have any historical or sentimental memorabilia 
that they would like to share with villagers in future issues please 
let me know. 
Keri Holman  -  01295 730326 
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It all started at Shotteswell village fete back in July 2018. I’m sure you all will 

remember last year’s excellent village fete, amongst the varied and 

interesting stalls the Warwick and Leamington Beekeepers Association 

(WLBKA) had a stand and observation hive. It was a beautiful hot day and 

the bees were flying well, the smell of honey was in the air and I was 

seduced by the concept of beekeeping. The chaps manning the stall were 

well informed and enthusiastic beekeepers themselves and quite prepared 

to spend ages talking about the joys of bee keeping, I felt an old and deep-

rooted ambition had reawoken. I went straight home and enrolled in the 

next course, which started February 2019, and then promptly forgot about 

bees (to be fair there were, along with my grandchildren Evelyn and 

William, two new beautiful granddaughters Celia and Amalia and Alfred a 

Clumber spaniel puppy  to distract me.) 

Suddenly it was the beginning of February and the first session was due to 

start at Kings Hill Nursery just next to Warwick University, with a little 

trepidation my bee keeping adventure was underway.  

 

I would thoroughly recommend the WLBKA course to any one who has an 

interest or would like to keep bees, its informative, well presented and most 

importantly very friendly and welcoming, with established beekeepers 

always there to talk to and socialise with. The course is 6 evening sessions of 

2.5hrs, there are 50 places, but it’s always over subscribed there was a 

waiting list of 20 people who couldn’t get 

on this course. I was amazed at the range 

of people that were doing the course, ages 

ranged from teenage, Warwick students, 

young mums and dads, older professionals 

right through to retirees like me. Although 

the lectures are all indoors, later in spring 

you also get the chance to build your hive 

from kits and the have bee handling 

sessions at the training apiary on site.  

 

(Continued on page 9) 

The Embryonic Beekeeper 
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However, I’d been bitten by the ‘Bee bug’, and wanted to get up and 

running, so when I heard through the club that a member was selling his 

hives and bees due to as move overseas, I grasped the nettle firmly and 

purchased two National hives.  So now officially I can call my self a keeper of 

bees but not yet a bee keeper, the real learning will commence now as I 

start to handle and manage my hives. Its hoped having 

bees locally will improve crop pollination in the vicinity 

and maybe just maybe some honey by year end, we’ll 

have to wait and see…………………. To ‘BEE’ continued 

Mary Jeffrey 

(Continued from page 8) 

REVENGE ON THE TELEMARKETER 

Three little words that Work!!  -  “Hold on please…….”. 

Saying this, while putting down your phone and walking off (instead of 
hanging up immediately) would make each telemarketing call so much more 
time consuming that boiler room sales would grind to a halt. 

Then when you eventually hear BT’s ‘beep-beep-beep’ tone, you know it’s 
time to go back and hang up your handset. You have efficiently completed 
your task. These three little words could help 
eliminate telephone soliciting. 
 
Do you ever get those annoying 
phone calls with no one on the 
other end? 

This is a telemarketing technique, where a 
machine makes phone calls and records the time of day 
when a person answers the phone. This technique is then 
used to determine the best time of day for a ‘real’ 
salesperson to call back and get someone at home. 

What can you do after answering: If you notice there is no 
one there, is to immediately start hitting your # button on 
the phone six or seven times, as quickly as possible. This 
confuses the machine that dialled the call and it kicks your number out of 
their system. Gosh, what a shame not to have your name in their system 
any longer!!! 

I don’t take calls 
during my dinner 
time, can you call 
back during your 
dinner time! 
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Many functions in villages, and small communities like Shotteswell would 

have great difficulty in surviving if it wasn’t for fund raising carried out by 
villagers. Let us use Shotteswell as a typical example for fund raising, 
although it doesn’t partake of all available means. Fund raising can be 

basically divided into two groups, local and external. Under both methods 
there are means of reducing the cost, they are VAT (Value Added Tax) and 
Gift Aid. VAT is a tax added at a rate of 20% to all work carried out above a 

certain limit and is then repayable if the person carrying out the work is VAT 
registered. Gift Aid is a means of giving to a registered UK charity which is 

then reclaimable at a rate of 25% on that donation as long as the donor is a 
UK taxpayer and the gift is identifiable, there are certain restrictions on 
items that may be claimed.  

 

To give an idea of the sums involved with maintaining and improving the 
Church structures, consider the work carried out from 2013-2018. Major 

fabric repairs were carried out to the Church tower parapet, adjacent lead 
work, virtually all the leaded windows were removed and reglazed and the 
south door repaired (gullies and drains removed, repaired and replaced 

using village labour). Total expenditure for the project was £122,400 
including Architect’s fees, builders charges and reclaimable VAT, also repairs 

to parts of the leaking lead roof at a further cost of £20,021. The total 
expenditure was £142,421. Total funds raised during this period for the 
work was £148,700.  In addition to the major fabric repairs carried out the 

Church spends an average of £11,800 per year on general maintenance 
including electricity, insurance, Parish share, alarm system etc.  

 

Local Fund Raising  

 

 Local fund raising is as it states and involves a number of villagers working 

within the confines of the village. I will not mention names as there are too 
many. Over the years Shotteswell has used a large number of schemes 
which I will mention in some detail.  In most small communities such as 

Shotteswell a large amount of funds are raised for the Church and Village 
Hall. I would like to make it clear that churches do not receive any financial 

grants (unlike some continental countries), although two years ago the 
Government made grants available for roof repairs on churches, the  grant 

(Continued on page 11) 

Fund Raising 
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was quickly taken up and it has not been repeated. 

 

I will list some of the means of fund raising Shotteswell has used over the 
years with, where necessary, how they work and the monies generated; 

 

Shotteswell Bonus Ball was set up in June 1999 initially to raise funds for the 
floodlighting of the Church as a way of celebrating the Millennium but was 
extended to cover other items. The scheme is very simple, you pay £1 for a 

number between 1-49 and the person whose number is the same as the 
Bonus Ball in the National Lottery on the night of the draw receives £25, and 

the rest of the money goes into the Millennium Fund. The scheme was 
originally set up for Saturday night but became so popular that it was 
extended to include Wednesday night, it was closed in June 2005 having 

raised over £12,000.  Funding was provided for, in addition to Church 
floodlighting, repairs to Church organ and relaying churchyard  paths, the 

Village Hall kitchen was modernised, new sinks fitted, a refrigerator 
installed and chairs and tables provided, water heaters in toilets, the 
boundary wall and railings of the hall were rebuilt. Other purchases include 

tables for whist drives, footpath literature and various other items. 

 

Progressive Dinners Parties have been a very popular fund raising event 

started in November 2009 and have now been running for 10 years 
generating £5,700.   All villagers are invited to join in, several people act as 
hosts.  All guests (six per household) and hosts meet at the Village Hall for 

pre-dinner drinks and each couple are given a sealed envelope informing 
them of which house to go for their starter, after this course they receive 

further details of where to go next and so on and after the three courses all 
meet at the village hall for coffee. 
 

With the success of “The Calendar Girls” film, in 2003/4 and after some 

initial modesty by the Shotteswell males a calendar was produced which 
generated some fun, and comments raising monies for the Church and 

Village Hall, we are awaiting a production from the ladies of Shotteswell! 

 

A more recent innovation has been the introduction of  monthly  “Lunch at 

the Hall” and once a year changes from lunch to a very good tea party, 
combined to date they have raised over £5,000 and has been running for 4 
years. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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The Village Fete, which had not been held for several years, was 
reintroduced in 2011 and has been a great success, providing many 
interesting stalls and side shows and an evening entertainment.  Some of 

the money raised has been used to purchase tents and stall covers and the 
total raised over these years has been over £16,000, which has been divided 

equally between the Church and the Village Hall. I must mention that the 
appearance of a World War 2 Spitfire in 2017 and a Hurricane in 2018 were 
nostalgic highlights and will be remembered for a long time.  

 

Musical concerts and Poetry readings have been held in the Church 
accompanied by refreshments at the Old Vicarage, harvest dinners/lunches 

and now Cheese and Wine “Dos” which includes a Quiz, as tastes have 
changed, all raising funds for the Church.  

 

A birthday club celebration was started in the 70s or 80s and was 
reintroduced in 2017, this entailed each person who participated having the 
Village Hall flag flown on the day and their name displayed on the 

noticeboard at the hall on their birthday plus receiving a small gift.  

 

Whist Drives have been held in various people’s homes with light 

refreshments. The Village Hall and associated groups have provided quizzes 
and other events plus suppers. Contributions have also been received from 
Christmas Bazaars, Millennium Fund and Advertising from Shotteswell 

Newsletter.  

 

As you are well aware regular gifts are made by members of the Church and 

in some cases are gift aided. Recently, April 2013, Church collections were 
made gift aided under the Gift Aid Small Donations Act. Some legacies and 

bequests are also paid to the Church and we also receive dividends from 
Investments. 

 

Sponsor a Stone and Window for the Church. Some years ago repairs were 
necessary to be carried out to the churchyard walls and this was funded by 
“Sponsor a Stone”, more recently in 2012-2016 a large amount of work was 

carried out to St Laurence Church which required most of the leaded 
windows to be reglazed.  Most of the windows were removed, the glass 
cleaned and replaced where necessary with the appropriate glass and all 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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the lead replaced, 13 families sponsored a window and   £13,270 was 

raised, all were gift aided and the VAT contribution was refunded. 

 

Various other fund raising schemes were used to provide monies for various 

village functions.  

 

When considering fund raising we must not forget the tremendous amount 
of people’s time and labour that has been donated to reduce, and in some 

cases, eliminate the cost of various activities some of which I will mention. 
The Church is cleaned and flowers arranged on a weekly basis, 22 people 

are involved. The churchyard grass is cut once a fortnight during the 
growing season 29  people are involved.  When the restoration work was 
carried out on the Church in 2012-2016 all the drains and gullies were 

removed and re-laid this involved 428 man hours. 

 

Other voluntary projects have included repairs to churchyard walls, 

rebuilding the Village Hall walls and railings. The footpath team have been 
active for the last 28 years repairing and replacing stiles, bridges, restoring 
the paths, producing footpath literature etc. The whole of the interior of the 

Church was painted in 2018.  We must not forget the latest ventures, 
combining money and labour whereby villagers have purchased hassock kits 

and then stitched the hassocks,  to date over 40 have been completed, 
these look splendid. Following this venture materials were purchased and  
are now being used to produce new pew cushions. 

 

External Fund Raising 

 

This means of fund raising is used where large sums of money are required, 
for example, the repairs to the Church and the modernisation of the Village 
Hall. 

 

There are a large number of charities which provide funding for differing 
types of schemes, including modernising, repairing, altering the objective of 

the original project, providing new facilities etc. These charities have widely 
diverging criteria for awarding grants and can be very specific in the type of 
project they will support; many have regional and local rules. This type of 

fund raising is very complicated and time consuming and is now becoming 
much more difficult due to increased demand and shortage of funds 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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available, most are funded by investments, wills, legacies and general 

donations by large corporations. As the number of charities available is 
large I will mention a few; the English Heritage and its replacement The Big 
Lottery Fund, National Churches Trust, Warwickshire and Coventry 

Churches Trust, Allchurches Trust, Garfield Weston Trust, Wolfson Trust etc. 
We have been very lucky in obtaining several grants from Banbury Charities.  

 

I apologise for any inaccuracies in the text and any omissions.  
 

David Holman 

(Continued from page 13) 

NICE NETTLES  
 

(Dioica urtica.  Greek: dioica: two houses, that is, male and female flowers 
carried on different plants;  Latin: uro: to burn.) 

 

The Footpath Team aims to keep the ‘Roger Peel’ – the path that branches 
right off Mollington Road at the bottom of the village -  closely cut so that it 
is easy and enjoyable to use.  As the walk leads alongside the little stream 

that runs down to join the brook, those of you who go this way, please 
spare a second to admire… the nettles.  

 

Ok, so they sting.  The stinging hairs are hollow, stiffened by silica, and have 
a swollen base which contains the venom, the main chemicals of which are 

histamine, acetylcholine, 5-hydroxytryptamine (serotonin), and formic acid.  
The very brittle tip to the hair breaks off with the merest brush, so exposing 
the sharp point that pierces the skin and delivers the sting.  Just like a 

hypodermic needle.  Clever!  

 

In addition to this little habit, nettles have so much else to offer.  

 

Nettles are fibrous plants: in the past, the rope and paper-making industries 
have made use of this property.  The very name ‘nettle’, derives from a 

word meaning ‘to twist’, reflecting the importance, dating back to the 
Bronze Age, of the plant as a yarn.  The thought of knitting a stinging-nettle 
shirt might be a little uncomfortable – the stuff of fairy tales - ditto that of 

(Continued on page 15) 
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sleeping between nettle sheets – but even into the 20th century, nettles 

have been grown as an important crop (Scotland, Denmark, Norway) for the 
production of yarn.  ‘Nettle cloth’ became a general term to mean any fine 
linen, and it was widely believed that, in the first World War, Germany, 

short of cotton, gathered wild nettles for the manufacture of military 
clothing.  Possibly exaggerated as propaganda, this would have been a 
substantial war effort, with 40kg needed to make a single shirt.  Closer to 

home, with the country again at war, in the 1940s, hundreds of tons of 
nettles were gathered annually for use as a green dye to colour camouflage 

nets and as a source of commercial chlorophyll.  In Russia, it was the roots 
that were used for similar purpose, producing a strong yellow.  Today, 
nettle cloth is again looking attractive, with much research being carried out 

into its use as an eco-friendly alternative to cotton.  
 

The thought of nettles within might also cause alarm, but cooking destroys 

the acids and the super-nettle is a tasty and nutritious addition to the diet.  
This day (I write on 25th Feb), 358 years ago, Samuel Pepys the diarist, sat 
down to a “very good nettle porridge”.   Soup is good, too, or try fritters or 

even a nettle haggis but, I personally find the plant a rather disappointing 
alternative, plain boiled, to spinach.  It’s key to keep to the young spring 

growth of this perennial when harvesting, for as the plants age they become 
coarse, bitter and decidedly laxative.  And after picking, be sure to wash 
them very well.   Looking for more ideas as to how to incorporate this 

readily available source of calcium, magnesium, iron, trace elements, 
vitamins and (yes, surprising!) protein into your diet? Well, beer is an 
option, as is country wine or nettle tea, or, maybe, track down a nettle 

cheese.  

 

What else? Nettles have a long medicinal history and a firm place in 

traditional medicine.  The mid-17th century herbalist, Culpeper, 
recommended their use to “consume the phlegmatic superfluities in the 

body of man, that the coldness and moisture of winter has left behind.”  
They can be used as the basis for a bath tonic of particular benefit after 
winter “when the skin tends to look really dingy and tired”.  To get a good 

shine to your hair both with a shampoo and as an after-rinse, go for nettles.  

 

Finally, why not use nettles as a compost accelerator as they decompose 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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particularly swiftly, the high levels of nitrogen encouraging the necessary 

bacteria to flourish.  Or make a nettle-water tonic for your pot plants that 
has added advantages of being a pest-deterrent and a fungicide.  

 

So much for man.  If dried, nettles become palatable to beasts, and they 

offer a valuable food supplement for dairy cows.  In general, though, grazers 
find the sting of fresh nettles off-putting and they are avoided by most 

animals, goats being the predictable exception.  This leaves the leaves for 
the insects: over forty species are known to be associated with nettles 
including generalists like the caterpillars of various moths, and specialists 

such as the nettle weevil.  Four of our most iconic butterflies - red admiral, 
peacock, tortoiseshell and comma – rely on nettles as the primary food 

source for their caterpillars (those of peacock and tortoiseshell forming the 
sheltering web tents at the top of plants).  Aphids like to overwinter in 
nettle patches, awaiting the arrival of the early spring growth.  They in turn 

provide vital early spring food for ladybirds and avian insect-feeders such as 
blue-tits.  The wealth of insects in a nettle patch provides, too, for and for 
frogs, toads, hedgehogs.  At the other end of summer, the plentiful crop of 

seeds provides nourishment for seed-eaters including sparrows, 
chaffinches, bullfinches and charming goldfinches.  

 

You may have a nest-box in the garden; you may have planted buddleia; you 
may have a vegetable plot.  Do you also have a nettle-patch?  Why not 
consider cherishing one –what’s not to like? - but if you don’t have the 

space, then enjoy those you see when out walking the village paths. 
 

Harriet Jordan  -  February 2019 

(Continued from page 15) 

Mobile Library 
 

New residents might like to know that Shotteswell is fortunate to have 

the services of the Warwickshire Mobile Library.  The Library Van 

arrives by the bus shelter at 11.20 a.m. on Tuesdays every three weeks 

and stays for 35 minutes.  There is a wide range of fiction and non-

fiction and once you are registered with the Library you can log-on 

and search and reserve books on line from the whole of the 

Warwickshire library service which are delivered when they become 

available.  For further details  -  Keri Holman (730326) 
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The Tuesday club is a group of ladies which meets every Tuesday at 

the Village Hall at 10.00am. 

 

And what do we do? We have coffee and chat, we play the occasional 

games which is always a laugh as we seem to forget the rules from one 

session to the next. We also have quizzes which are very popular. 

 

Twice a year we have two wonderful ladies who show us the art of 

flower arranging. They are real magicians, the displays are 

breathtaking! 

 

We also have outings—garden centres are always a popular choice. 

Last November we visited the Stratford centre which proved most 

successful, buying early Christmas presents and delicious food from 

the Deli. We allowed ourselves plenty of time there, starting the outing 

with coffee and finishing with lunch. 

 

Last August Heather Zeale came as a crafts expert. She taught us how 

to make a picture of a rose with material and threads. 

 

In February we went to the Antique Centre in Brackley which was 

exciting—a treasure trove of goodies. 

 

At Christmas we always have as sumptuous lunch in one of the local 

pubs. Last December we went to South Newington and had a good 

time. 

 

Sometimes we invite husbands to come along i.e. for (pancake) 

Shrove Tuesday, Christmas drinks, when we have a speaker, or when 

we go by bus for an outing further afield. 
 

If you are ever at a loose end do come and join us. You will find 

details on the village notice board or the village website. 

 

Elisabeth Gilchrist 

Tuesday Club 
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In 2018 the sum of £106.47 
was raised through 
EASYFUNDRAISING for 

Church Funds.   Again many thanks to all who purchased goods online 
using this site.  If you would like to help and would like further details 
please contact me. 
 
Pauline Tarrant (730687) 
Email: pauline_tarrant@hotmail.co.uk 

Are you fond of our beautiful Village Church? 
 

Are you a frequent or occasional user? 
 

Do you have an hour or so to spare about twice a year? 
 

Would you consider volunteering to help keep the Church clean? 
 

We think we are right to be proud of our Parish Church and there are 
many comments in the Visitor Book about the beautiful way it is 
looked after and kept so clean and tidy. This is all down to the faithful 
band of Volunteers (both men and women) who work in pairs, giving 
up a couple of hours of their time for 2 weeks about twice a year to 
dust, polish, clean the brasses and provide the Altar flowers.  
 

As our ‘regulars’ get older (apologies to those who refuse to get old!!) 
and/or move away we are in need for new Volunteers to join us.  
 

For further information please contact Christine Pym 
Tel : 738948 or christinepym@lineone.net 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:christinepym@lineone.net
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The last six months has seen an increase in activity at the village hall. In 

addition we have achieved the top Food Hygiene Rating of Level 5 from 

the Food Standards Agency after an inspection by Stratford District 

Council. 

 

In order to achieve the top rating it was necessary to improve kitchen 

practice and equipment and this was done by Ben and Hilary. Unsuitable 

equipment was disposed of and replaced with new stainless steel utensils, 

coloured chopping boards for various uses and other equipment. The 

Operating Manual was also updated. 

 

We were pleased to welcome Jemma Hibberd with her Tickles for Pickles 
Baby Massage Club & Curious Crawlers Music Classes in October. Jemma 
is running various classes in the hall four days a week. For more details 

visit www.bookwhen.com/beeimaginativebookings or 
www.facebook.com/ticklesforpickles/.  

 
In November Lisa Piggott started Yoga classes on a Monday evening and 
has people from Shotteswell and the surrounding area attending. 

 
We continue to see a steady increase in bookings for the Village Hall with 
children’s birthday parties becoming more popular. Recently the Church 

has used the hall for making new pew seat cushions with a number of 
residents lending a hand to cut, tack and sew the covers. 

 
The Lunch in the Hall continues to run on the first Saturday of the month 
12.30 -14.00 with delicious food provided and the chance to socialise. 

Tuesday Club continues to run on Tuesday mornings from 10.00 to 11.30 
undertaking various activities and visits to places of interest. 

 

(Continued on page 20) 

Shotteswell Village Hall 

http://www.bookwhen.com/beeimaginativebookings
http://www.facebook.com/ticklesforpickles/
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A new venture was started in December with a monthly Breakfast Club on a 

Sunday morning run by Hilary, Nicola and Ben. This operates from 09.00 to 
11.30 and has proved quite popular. A “Full English” is available as well as 
variations on this or just a cup of coffee to chat over. These are normally the 

second Sunday of the month, the next one being on Sun 14th April.  
 
Quiz nights were held in November and March as fund raisers for the hall 

with supper being provided by the committee and questions set by 
quizmaster Terry.  

 
The Birthday Club continues to run and numbers are slowly increasing. For 
£5 your name will be put on the blackboard in the front of the hall and the 

flag flown on your special day, whether that be a birthday, an anniversary or 
just a special event. You will also receive a card and small present. 
 

This year the Fete will be held on Saturday 6th July commencing at 13.00. As 
normal the village hall will support this major village event and we hope for 

weather similar to last year.  
 
Hire Costs  

Hall - £6 per hour (includes tables, chairs and kitchen facilities) 
 

Equipment for individual hire: 
Go-pack folding tables – £2 each – Chairs – 25p each – Cutlery and crockery 
– POA 

Skittles and Coconut Shy - £5 each – Trestle tables - £3 each – 6m Gazebo 
£30 + deposit 
 

Contacts: 
Linda Clark – Secretary – 738143 or lindamargreatclark@hotmail.com  

Ben Zammett – Chair and Bookings – 738564 or b.zammett@gmail.com 
 
Committee Members: 

Ben Zammett, Hilary Wareing, Linda Clark, Terry Clark, Nicola Stephens, Jan 
Beaumont, Jeanette Coogan 

 

Terry Clark 

(Continued from page 19) 

mailto:lindamargreatclark@hotmail.com
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Shotteswell Fete 

Saturday 6th July 2019  -  1.00pm – 5.00pm 
 

Arrangements are well in hand for this year’s event – so make a note 

on your calendar now!  Whilst we cannot promise the unbroken 

sunshine of last year we do hope for fine weather – it certainly 

provides us with the appropriate atmosphere. 

 

The fete has been running in its present form for around ten years now, 

and in those earlier years we were crucially dependent on fine weather.  

We had little in the way of shelter to offer apart from a few items 

loaned or hired.  Having augmented our supply of gazebos and 

marquees over the years by investing some of our profits, we are now 

in the fortunate position of being able to operate virtually 

independently of the weather.  A dry, calm sunny day is the hope, but 

whatever the day may bring it will be fun for all. 

 

Each year we try to make the fete a little different whilst maintaining 

all the old favourite stalls, displays and competitions.  Look out for 

forthcoming notices giving further details and timings. 

 

We rely heavily on volunteers to help with setting up beforehand and 

on the day so please contact Mike Pearson, Ben Zammett or Alan 

Reilly if you are willing to help.  Even if you can’t be present on the 

day you can contribute both by donating goods for the stalls or prizes 

or setting up beforehand or clearing up afterwards. 

 

Keep an eye out for further details. 

 

 Alan Reilly 

A man goes for a job interview and the boss says, ‘we’re looking 

for someone responsible’. 

 

The man replies, ‘that’s great because in my last job whenever 

something went wrong they said that I was responsible’! 
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Lunch at the Hall  

I am pleased to say that the monthly LUNCH AT THE HALL is still 
being very well supported as was the TRADITIONAL ENGLISH CREAM 
TEA in January.  Together the two events raised £1,500.00 over the 
last twelve months.  This money goes towards the upkeep of the 
church which, being an ancient building, has quite substantial 
maintenance costs.  

Many thanks to all who support these meals.  Please come along and 
join us, the next lunch will be Saturday 6th April 12.30 - 2pm. 
 
For further information please contact Christine Pym (738948) 
Elisabeth Gilchrist (730213) or Pauline Tarrant (730687) 

I’m afraid that the Secretary of State for Transport 
will be late Prime Minister, the ferry has no boats, the 
train service is cancelled and the airport is closed owing 
to a drone!   
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In my last article I wrote about the 

continuing work on the interior fabric 

of the church as we attempt to 

maintain the high standards of 

internal decoration and fabric 

consistent with the age and quality of 

the structure.  It’s a never-ending task 

and, naturally, there are financial 

implications.  In addressing the issue of costs, it is a delicate balance in 

making the judgement about deciding on which projects can safely be 

undertaken by voluntary labour and which should be left to 

professionals – who can be very expensive.  In some situations there is 

never any hesitation.  No amateur could be allowed to venture into the 

business of high-elevation stonework, nor the laying of lead sheets on 

the roof, nor the delicate task of repairing ancient glass in the 

windows.  However, there are other tasks that are within the scope of 

volunteer groups, where considerable financial savings are possible, 

though this route may be open to risk.  I expect many will recall the 

newspaper article that was headed by the title: ‘Botched 

restoration job leaves church's 16th-century St George 

sculpture  looking like  a Walt Disney cartoon' where the well-

meaning restoration efforts of a local handicrafts teacher left a 500-

year old carving in Estella, Navarre, looking more like a cartoon 

character than St George on horseback! 
 

In Shotteswell we are doubly fortunate.  Not only do we have a 

significant number of people willing to volunteer their time and energy 

in the maintenance of the building and the churchyard, we also have 

talented professionals prepared to lead, teach and supervise the 

enthusiastic amateur.  Some recent examples immediately spring to 

mind.  Gordon Ingram’s advice and encouragement stimulated the 

local group to address the internal decoration of the church following 

the professional work on the internal lime rendering.  A gentle and 

sympathetic transformation was thus made possible using cost free 

(Continued on page 24) 

Views from the Vestry 
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labour.  Ros Adkins made the new sets of curtains covering the south, 

west and tower door staircases.  Two of these are enormous 

heavyweight coverings well beyond the scope of any amateur, and 

together they have brought a touch of luxury and elegance to the 

interior.  Ros has followed up this project by leading the group of 

volunteers now embarked on the production of new pew cushions.  At 

first sight a daunting prospect for anyone – all the materials have to be 

fire resistant, and the heavyweight velvet fabric and bulky foam 

cushions are daunting materials with which to work.  Ros has 

demonstrated, guided and encouraged so that we are now well into 

completing the first phase of this exercise.  At the time of writing in 

late February half the forward facing pews in the nave are now fitted 

with their new cushions and the target of completion by Easter is a 

realistic ambition.  For Easter we can look forward to the volunteer 

mowers getting the churchyard tidy, the volunteer cleaners and flower 

arrangers making the interior of the church fit for the occasion, 

complementing the labours of the volunteer painters and stitchers.  We 

can celebrate the great festival of Easter in a building cared for by so 

many from within our village community.  
 

For the future – we are always looking to the next project!! – we 

would like to utilise the left-over blue fabric and continue to equip the 

‘less used’ pews with matching cushions.  I call them the minor pews 

because they are the four inward facing pews arranged along the north 

and south walls that only get used when the church is required to seat 

50+ people.  That doesn’t happen every Sunday, but for occasions like 

weddings and funerals they are invariably in use.  Those pews were 

originally in the nave facing forward, but a re-ordering over 50 years 

ago created more space along the aisles so, rather than discarding the 

pews altogether, they were tucked along the side walls in order to 

provide that useful extra seating.  A little reinforcement to a couple of 

the pews is necessary, and cushions to match will integrate them well 

with the rest of the furnishings.  Similarly, the choirstalls would be 

improved with matching cushions.  The choir is long since past but 

these stalls provide the focus for the regular Monday evensong and are 

(Continued from page 23) 

(Continued on page 25) 
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filled to overflowing during the ever-popular carol singing round the 

organ at Christmas.  We have the expertise, we have the fabric, we 

only lack the foam, and that is expensive!!  We’ll keep on going. 
 

One further project undertaken just recently has been the improvement 

to the path from the north entrance to the church running down to 

Chapel Lane.  For some years now people have complained that the 

path has been getting steeper and the steps higher, so the PCC 

commissioned David Miles to introduce further steps and to grade the 

path more sympathetically.  In our view this has made a great 

improvement. 
 

Whilst David Miles was here with appropriate equipment and 

materials, we asked him to investigate a couple of the stone flags by 

the Font just inside the doorway.  For some unaccountable reason they 

were getting increasingly wobbly and unsteady and needed to be 

addressed.  When they were lifted it was a great shock to discover that 

the problem lay with some largish tree roots that were growing and 

forcing their way upward.  We conclude they must originate from the 

ornamental cherry tree just across the path from the church porch.  It is 

not a tree that is loved by many and it has seemed to be struggling 

over the last few years, and if it is proving to cause such structural 

interference then I’m afraid its days must be numbered.  The PCC will 

need to look into what action is required. 
 

We are proud of our church.  It is in good shape and is well 

maintained by a large band of volunteers and is cherished by our 

community.  Like many ancient structures it can never be taken for 

granted and always benefits from its care.  It is rewarding to learn how 

people value its open access as a place of peace available to everyone.  

Long may that continue. 

Alan Reilly  -  March 2019  

(Continued from page 24) 

I would like to thank the PCC for the great improvement to the steps 
leading up to the Church from Chapel Lane  (opposite The Mount).  

  
From a regular church goer. 
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ROOF REPAIRS TO ST LAURENCE CHURCH 
 

The second stage of the roof repairs were carried out to the Vestry 
and porch roofs in June 2018.The lead roofing sheets were removed 
from the Vestry roof and some of the supporting timbers which were 
showing signs of timber decay were replaced and new lead sheets 
fitted. All the lead sheeting was removed from the porch roof and 
was replaced with new lead sheets, the supporting timbers were not 
showing any signs of timber decay. The total cost of the repairs was 
£7,255 excluding VAT.  The main sponsors were Coventry Diocese 
£3,066 and Banbury Charities £1,000. 
 

David Holman 

 

Forthcoming Events: - 

 

Lunch at the Hall Saturday 6th April 12.30  -  2.00 
Lunch at the Hall Saturday 1st May12.30  -  2.00 

Breakfast Club at the Hall Saturday 14th April 
Village Fete Saturday 6th July 

 

Congratulations: - 
 

On 27th December 2018  to Claire and Andrew Jeffrey on the birth of 
their daughter Amalia, a sister for William. 

To Linda Clark on receiving her badge for attending 50 sessions for 
Blood Donors. 

 

Deaths  

 

We were sad to hear of the death in December of  
Ronnie Betts, 4 Bury Court Cottages. 
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This was a favourite of mine as a child and became a good way to get 
my children to eat more vegetables. 
 
Brisket (or alternative favourite) 
Onion studded with cloves and peppercorns 
Savoy Cabbage shredded (or an alternative - Sliced Runner Beans) 
Meat essence - cube. 
Nutmeg 
Potatoes 
 
Cook brisket whole with the 
Onion and meat cube for long 
time -  2 hours -  slow cooker is 
useful. Take out and put to one side. 
Cook the Shredded Savoy in the meat stock - add water if necessary. 
 
Peel and cook Potatoes, mash lightly leaving slightly lumpy.  
Make a Roux by browning a knob of butter and flour together, adding 
the Savoy cabbage, a little stock and then potatoes. Add more stock 
to make a loose mash, adding nutmeg, meat essence and season to 
taste. 
 
Pile in large bowl and with meat on top and let everyone tuck in. 
 
Enjoy.  

Joan Noble 

Saturday Dinner 

Confucius He Say 

Give a man a fish and you will feed him for a day. 
- 

Teach a man to fish and he’ll spend a fortune on gear which 

will only be used once a year. 



28  

  
 

 
The village Footpaths Team has recently emerged from 
hibernation, and soon will be visible out and about in our natural 
habitat, keeping Shotteswell parish’s precious rights of way and 
permissive paths clear and accessible.   
 
Sadly, at present, the Footpaths Team volunteer is a rare 
(though hopefully not endangered) species. Yet, with 
somewhere close to 10 miles of path to oversee, there’s much 
work to do.   
 
 WE URGENTLY NEED NEW MEMBERS TO HELP OUT  

 
The Team meets as and when we can, depending on people’s 
availability, be that daytime, evenings, week days or 
weekends.  During the growing months, May to July, we aim to 
manage a once fortnightly mow ‘n’ strim; at other times, we 
organize work parties on an ad hoc basis.  
 
The Team is supported by the County Highways Department, 
Rights of Way section who provide materials, equipment and 
expertise.  Tasks vary from light duties such as painting the 
yellow tops on marker posts and replacing worn waymarker 
disks; to the more strenuous pruning back of encroaching 
branches and grass cutting.  For projects (steps, stiles, gates 
and bridges), there is room for those who can design and plan, 
those who can dig holes, saw, hammer and wield a screwdriver, 
and those who can provide strength lifting and moving timber 
and equipment.  
 
We are a relaxed and upbeat group full of humour and 
appreciative of any contributions offered that help towards our 
aim of ensuring the parish paths are well marked and freely 
passable. 

(Continued on page 29) 

Footpaths 
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN JOINING US, EVEN IF IT’S 
JUST FOR A SINGLE TWO-HOUR SESSION, WE’D LOVE TO 
HEAR FROM YOU. 

 
For more information, speak to Harriet (730464), Philippa 
(738491)   
 

Harriet Jordan 

(Continued from page 28) 

VANDALISM 
 

Last year the rope on the Flagstaff by the Village Hall was cut. This is 

a very sad state of affairs, as the flag is raised many times in the year 

to celebrate birthdays and other special occasions, which raises 

money for the Village Hall. The rope was also expensive to replace. 

Village Delivery Services 
 

Every Wednesday Chris visits the village with his fish delivery van 

offering a range of fresh and smoked fish – cod, haddock, plaice, 

salmon, etc.   

 

To give you an idea of timing generally he arrives in Middle Lane 

between 9:30 and 10:00, so if you would like him to call regularly or 
occasionally you can contact him on 01295 758841  

The Unforgettable Tommy Cooper 
I said: “How long will my spaghetti be?” The waiter said: “I don’t know. We 

never measure it.” 

 
I met my wife at a dance. I thought she was at home with the kids. 
 
My wife had a bad habit of biting her nails but I cured her. I hid her teeth. 
 

My wife complained that her feet hurt. I said: “You’ve got your shoes on 

the wrong feet.” She said: “But these are the only feet I’ve got.” 



30  

 

 

These notes were written on the last day of February when the first signs of 

a break in the weather were coming. This was after an exceptional dry and 

warm month which has already had the warmest February day ever 

recorded in the UK (21˚C), and may well turn out to be the warmest month 

recorded here overall. We have also only had 42mm (1¾ inches) of rain 

since 1 January 2019 – very dry (usually about 150mm or 5 inches). All this 

unusual weather has certainly brought our gardens into early spring life. 

Aconites, snowdrops, crocuses, irises (Reticulata), hellebores, primroses and 

the first daffodils. 

It is also interesting to note that the majority of birds 

are not spending as much 

time on our garden feeders. 

Obviously they have other 

matters in mind – like 

finding a mate and nesting. 

I think most people when asked “what is the most 

common bird in Britain”, say birds like blue tits, 

blackbirds, sparrows, robins or goldfinches (which are certainly increasing in 

numbers every year).  A recent expert report says, rather surprisingly, that it 

is the wren (no, I didn’t quite believe that either). The main reason is that 

the wren can live virtually anywhere. You will find wrens in urban gardens, 

rural woods, on blasted heaths and far-flung islands. We very rarely see 

them because they don’t behave like other songbirds, which tend to feed 

out in the open on lawns and bird feeders. Even when they move from 

place to place, they usually do so in a blur. 

We all hope for a normal (good) spring and summer this year, and then the 

gardening year will really start. 

Mike Palmer 

Notes from the Potting Shed                            
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There's only one you; keep it that way by 
protecting yourself against identity crime. That's 
the message from Warwickshire Police and West 
Mercia Police as part of the #Be Cyber Smart 

campaign. 

Identity theft is the UK's fastest-growing method used to carry out 
criminal activity and the Internet provides numerous opportunities for 
fraudsters to harvest the personal data of unsuspecting members of 

the public. 

Once a criminal has your details they can use them to commit identity 
fraud. They may be able to take over existing accounts, open new 
bank accounts, obtain credit cards, loans and state benefits, take out 
mobile phone contracts, order goods and get genuine documents in 

your name, such as passports, for example. 

Identity theft costs the UK more than £3.3 billion a year, according to 

the Annual Fraud Indicator 2013. 

However, there are some simple and yet effective steps that people 

can take to protect themselves against falling victim. Here is some 
more information about some of the key threats and how to 

counteract them. 

Phishing 

This is a scam where fraudsters send an email, instant message or 
text message prompting you to provide your personal details, such as 
passwords and user names. The fraudsters often try to make their 
messages look like they are from legitimate companies. Sometimes 
they direct you to a website which looks legitimate but is actually 
bogus to prompt you to input your details. The captured information is 

(Continued on page 32) 

Neighbourhood Watch                     
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then used for crimes, such as identity theft and bank fraud. The 
message can also contain links or attachments which will infect your 

computer, or other device, with a virus. 

Advice 

 If you receive an email from an unknown source asking for 

personal details do not give them out. 

 If the email looks like it is from a legitimate company do not 
disclose anything without checking that the request is genuinely from 
the company it purports to be. Check via another means, such as by 

phoning the company with a number you have sourced yourself and 
know is correct. 

 Mark suspicious emails as spam and delete them. 

 Think before clicking on links. 

 Take care on public wi-fi - fraudsters hack them or mimic them. 
If you're using one, avoid accessing sensitive apps such as mobile 
banking. Alternatively, use a Virtual Private Network (VPN). 

 Visit Action Fraud and Get Safe Online for further information 

and advice. 
 
Malware 
 
Malicious software, known as malware, disrupts the performance of 
your computer or other devices. 
It can be used to: 

 Prompt you to click on a link to a website which installs a virus 

or other malicious programming. 

 Track what you are typing on your keyboard, usually to try to 

commit bank fraud or to get hold of your personal login details. 

 Imitate valid software, like antivirus packages, to convince you 
that you need a bogus paid-for upgrade. 

 Copy personal files or images. The victim can then be told that 

these will be published online, or given to another person, unless 
they pay up. 

 
 

(Continued from page 31) 

(Continued on page 33) 
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Advice 

 Use legitimate antivirus software and make sure you keep it up 

to date 

 A firewall will help you avoid accessing websites which might 
steal your information 

 Think before clicking on a link or opening an attachment. 

 Make sure you understand what you are installing on a personal 
device 

 Keep your firewall switched on 

 Keep up to speed with the constantly-evolving online world and 
try to be aware of the risks. 

 Get information about scams and fraud in your area by signing 

up to Action Fraud alerts here http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
support-and-prevention/sign-up-to-action-fraud-alert 

 Visit Action Fraud and Get Safe Online for further information 

and advice. 

Passwords 

Strong passwords are vital in protecting your personal details and 

identity.  

Advice 

 Make sure your password is not easy to crack 

 Make sure your password is as long as possible. Write it down 
and keep it in a safe place. 

 Make sure it contains numbers and symbols, not just letters 

 Use upper and lower case letters 

 Avoid obvious passwords, such as the name or your child or pet 

 Visit Cyber Aware and Get Safe Online for more top tips 

 Your social media profiles can be a goldmine of personal 
information for a fraudster - if you let them see it. One piece of 
personal information, such as your date of birth, can be used to 
commit fraud in your name. What are your privacy and security 

(Continued from page 32) 
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settings? Who can see what you share? How often do you 
change your password? Don't rely on default settings; set them 

yourself.  Read it? Shred it 

 Identity fraudsters will use whatever information they can get 

hold of to clone your identity. 

 Before throwing something away, think about the personal 

details it contains and how they could be used by a fraudster. 

 Shred receipts containing card details on and post showing your 
name and address. 
  
S Shred documents containing personal details before throwing them 
away. 

M Make sure passwords are nonsensical. Use letters, numbers and 
symbols. 
A Always use legitimate and up-to-date antivirus software. 
R Remain vigilant. Think before you input or email your personal 
details. 
T Think Phishing. Could that email be from a fraudster trying to get 
hold of your personal details? 
 For further information on staying safe online go to Get Safe 

Online and Cyber Aware 

Local Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators are: 

Linda Clark  01295 738143

 lindamargaretclark@hotmail.com 

Anne Omer 01295 730312 

David Holman 01295 730326 

Ray Adkins 01295 730042 

Emily Pearson 01295 730276 

The police advice for reporting suspicious activities or incidents and crimes 

is:  If the matter is urgent you should ring 101, or in the case of an 
emergency 999. 

(Continued from page 33) 
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Cllr. Chris Williams  -  your County Councillor  
 

I am sorry that I missed sending in my report for your last 

Newsletter due to my ill-health.  I am progressing but still 

undergoing chemotherapy treatments for the next few 

months.  I would like to thank the residents for their good 

wishes for my recovery.  It is much appreciated and if any 

resident has an issue I can help you with, please feel free to 

contact me by email, chriswilliams@warwickshire.gov.uk  
 

Administration – December and January were quiet months at the 

County Council.  The mild weather at the end of the year meant that 

the gritting teams were able to enjoy their Christmas at home.  

However, the recent spell of very cold weather has meant that the 

Highways team have now been fully utilised ensuring that the roads 

have been kept clear and the stock of grit salt is sufficient to meet 

any future demand. The recruitment of senior staff is in the process 

of being implemented and posts are slowly being filled.  The long-

awaited report on the County’s Fire & Rescue service has at last been 

released and generally our Fire Service meets all required standards 

although there is room for improvement in some areas 

(predominately back office).  Warwickshire’s Youth Justice Service is a 

beacon of which we are rightly proud.  They have just undergone an 

inspection which has rated the service as Good with areas that are 

Outstanding.   
 

Budget - The Budget was set by the full council for the next financial 

year on 7th February 2019. The overall riding strategy has been two-

fold: to grow the economy and look after the most vulnerable in our 

community.  The economy in Warwickshire is strong and is now 

recognised to be the fastest growing region in the country.  At 30% 

growth since 2009, this is double the rate in England and 10% higher 

than the midland region.  The unemployment figure is at a record low 

of 1.8% and our employment rate is also at a record high of 80.7% 

which is 5% higher than the national figure.  The task facing the local 

authority is to create an environment that is pro-business and an 

attractive place to live and work.  By working with our partners and 

the districts and boroughs as well as maintaining excellent 

relationships as a non-constituent member of the West Midlands 

(Continued on page 36) 
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Combined Authority we have been very successful in attracting 

businesses and people to Warwickshire.   

One example of this wider influence is the £80 million investment in 

the UK Battery Industrialisation Centre located on the Coventry/

Warwickshire border which translates into jobs and rateable value for 

Warwickshire.  In the autumn statement announced by the 

Government Warwickshire will receive a one-off Social Care grant of 

£6 million plus £1.2 million for vulnerable pupils.  With the principle of 

protecting the most vulnerable in our communities and the 

investment that requires we shall increase the Council Tax by 3% 

with an additional Social Care precept of 2%.  There have been no 

controversial reductions in the budget spending for next year.   

We are about to start the third year of a three-year plan which was 

originally set in 2017 where we mapped out how WCC was going to 

deliver services to the high standards our residents are used to and at 

the same time making savings of £67 million.  To date we have 

achieved this target.  Be assured that Warwickshire County Council 

has a sound financial basis and problems that have affected 

authorities such as Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire will not occur 

in Warwickshire. 
 

HS2 - Road closures will continue around the proposed route for the 

first part of 2019.  Kineton School and Stagecoach are liaising over 

School bus disruption.  To date WCC is paying for extra buses when 

needed.  Under the terms of the Hybrid Bill, HS2 and the contractors 

are responsible for keeping us all informed of their plans and they will 

continue to hold drop-in and information meetings during this period.  
 

Buses – Stagecoach’s revised timetable has been published and 

although it does not suit everyone at least the village has a service.  

Any new route takes time for the operators to iron out problems and 

for the drivers to learn that route.  I will ensure that the County 

Council Officers are liaising with the operators to minimise any 

inconvenience caused.  

 

Highways - Major works as well as HS2 around our district, 

particularly on the A423, will create major disruptions over the next 

(Continued from page 35) 

(Continued on page 37) 
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few weeks.  A programme for utilising the extra government money 

for pothole repairs is being prepared.  Please report significant 

potholes as soon as possible as they will be repaired on a priority 

basis. 
 

Elections – The District Council and indeed the Parish Council will be 

holding elections on 2nd May 2019 and I remind you to use your vote 

to ensure that your support is recorded. 

I hope that my the next time I write to you I will have recovered my 

health and be able to attend future meetings of the Parish Council on 

a more regular basis. 
 

Cllr Chris Williams  -  Member for Kineton and Red Horse Division - 

WCC.  March 2019 

(Continued from page 36) 

Bob Hope Stand Up Jokes 

 

"I asked my good friend, Arnold Palmer how I could improve my golf, 

he advised me to Cheat!"  

 

"I don't feel old - I don't feel anything until noon. Then it's time 

for my nap."  

 

"It's so cold here in Washington, D.C., that politicians have their hands 

in their own pockets." 

 

"I grew up with six brothers. That's how I learned to dance..... 

waiting for the bathroom." 

 

"You know you are getting old when the candles cost more than the 

cake." 

 
"Bigamy is the only crime where two rites make a wrong." 

 

“I love flying. I've been to almost as many places as my luggage.“ 
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Established 19 years ago Flower Thyme florist in Kineton now has another 

reason for you to visit. As well as an outstanding range of stunning fresh 

flowers, plants and gorgeous giftware…we now have a garden tearoom 

open 7 days a week, serving tea, coffee, sandwiches, light lunches and a 

beautiful selection of homemade cakes. 

Ever enthusiastic owner, Gill Hawtin, overseas the whole operation with an 

infectious enthusiasm and drive to deliver simply the best customer service 

around. Bouquets and arrangements can be made while you wait or pre-

ordered to have delivered locally. All credit/debit cards accepted.  We 

specialise in bespoke wedding flowers too. 

You can even attend an evening fresh flower workshop at our Flower Thyme 

studio to hone your own flower arranging skills. Full details online at 

www.flowerthyme.co.uk 

If you haven’t visited us lately please pop down…we’d be delighted to see 

you. 

http://www.flowerthyme.co.uk
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R.Wakelin Heating  

Services Ltd. 
 31 The Dairyground, Shutford, 

Oxon. OX15 6PN 

 

Tel: 01295 788359   

Mobile: 07810 754434 
     

ross@wakelinheatingservices.co.uk 
 

Boiler Servicing / Repairs 

 

Gas and Oil 
 

Gas Safe Registered   Offtec Registered 

   (190421)                 (C6644) 

Banbury Farm &  
General Supplies Ltd. 

 

Supplier  of  fe nc ing  
mater ials,  pav ing s labs,  

sheds, gates,  too ls   and much,  
much more …  

Come  and v isit  us,   
we are  s ituate d on  the  

B410 0 between  
War mington  and  Gay don.  

 

Or contact us  on:   
01295 770707 

 
email:  

banbury@wynnstay.co.uk 
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WRCC has run a community oil buying syndicate since October 2012. 
Together we’ve ordered nearly 3.5 million litres and 

saved £179,000 on behalf of members.  
 

Now from 2nd September 2017 there’s even more of an incentive to join 
with the introduction of our new FREE WRCC Energy membership 

scheme.  Customers can still order monthly and the more people who join, 
the more savings we can negotiate as a syndicate. 

 

For further details please phone 01789 472619 

or visit www.wrccenergy.org.uk  
Registered Charity No. 1081017 
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Red Horse Vale Ltd. 
Windmill Farm 

Banbury Road (A422) 

Oxhill 

Warwickshire CV35 0RP  
 

Offer  the following with delivery  
services throughout the area:   

Coal and Solid Fuels, Central Heating Oil, 
Farm Oils, 

Logs and Kindling Wood. 
Gas in Cylinders, Oil Tanks Sand & Ballast, 

Cement, 
Slabs, Fencing Materials, 

Garden Supplies, Top Soil, Composts, 
Wood Chippings, 

Animal Feeds, Garden Sheds 

& Cement Mixer Hire 
 

Always at your Service ! 
Call us for a Free Quotation ! 

 Also E. Commerce Shop 
 

Tel: 01926 642832 
website: www.redhorsevale.co.uk 

email: enquiries@redhorsevale.co.uk 

MISS “T” CATERING  

Good Home Cooked Food  

Catering for events such as:  

Anniversaries, Weddings,  

Christenings, Birthday parties,  

Funerals & private dinner parties  

 

Also available  

Cutlery and Crockery Hire.  

Contact Victoria Taylor on:  

Mob: 07841 910037  

Home: 01295 780206 

 

Wroxton Wood Yard 
 

Logs & Kindling Wood 
Seasoned Hardwood 

 

  

Delivered to your door 

Or 

Collect from Wroxton 
 

ESTABLISHED 
OVER 10 YEARS 

 

Call Richard or Sylvia Cook 
For a prompt and efficient  

Service 
 

01295 730010  
or 07774981297 

 

F N PILE & SONS  
FIR TREE FARM, WARMINGTON 

BANBURY. OX17 1JL 

Tel 01295 211790 
 

Your local Supplier For: 

Wood Burning & Multi Fuel  
Stoves, Lawnmowers  

Garden Machinery 
Workshop & Garden Tools 

Calor Gas - Outdoor Clothing 
Spares, Repairs & Servicing 

 

Open 

Mon to Fri   8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat   8.30 – 12.00 noon 
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S.K Auto Repairs 
Unit 6, Manor Farm Buildings 
Mollington Road,  Shotteswell 

Banbury  Oxfordshire OX17 1HZ 
 

Mobile: 07769 565114     Tel: 01295 738300 
E-mail: stewartkeene@aol.com   

 

MOT TESTING CENTRE 
(Open 6 days a week) 

Service & repair any make/model 
 

Tyres Exhaust, Brakes, Clutches etc.   
Specialist in Peugeot, Citroen, Hyundai,& Landrover 

Established since 2002 with a professional, Friendly & welcoming atmosphere 
 

VEHICLE COLLECTION & DELIVERY WITHIN 

10 MILE RADIUS.  
 

Exit Shotteswell on Mollington Lane  
and garage just before Valley Farm Riding Stables 
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   01295 730544 

The Moon and Sixpence  Main Street Hanwell  
Oxfordshire OX17 1HW  

www.themoonandsixpencehanwell.com 

 

A picturesque pub restaurant for families, couples friends, 
wedding parties, a relaxing pint, a spot of lunch, something 

special...come and see for yourself 
  

Weekly changes in Table d’hôte menu 
Two and Three Course Meals available 

Family Sunday Lunches 
Ideal for functions - small and large, from  

parties of 10 to 150 peoples.   
 

From outstanding food from our function  
or à la carte menus that can be tailored to any specific  

requirements, along with a professional,  

highly trained team of friendly staff  
  

 
Summer coming  - enjoy Alfresco Dining  

on our Patio Terrace 
 

Pimms & Champagne by the glass  
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21 

At our shop in Kineton we now stock a new range of home wares, 
including lamps, cushions, footstools and other items to accessorise 
your home.  We’re open Tuesday to Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm and 

Saturday 9.00am to 2.00pm. 
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As Sudoku is still a favourite here is one more for you to solve. 
 

I am sure you are aware of the rules, but for newcomers – to solve 

the puzzle each 3x3 box, each row and each column must contain all 
the numbers 1 to 9. 

 
6      9  5 

 8       1 

    3   6  

1      4  8 

   2  3    

7 5  9      

   6   1 8 9 

  2  4  5   

  5  7    2 

 
Puzzles -  David Holman 

 

Below is a word puzzle.  Using the given letters, make as many words 
as possible of four or more letters which must include the central 

letter (no Capitalised words or plurals).  There is also one word which 
includes all nine letters.  16  -  average, 20  -  good, 24  -  very good,  
28  -  excellent. 
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Editors  
Tony Tarrant  -  Mount Stuart  -  730687 / Keri  Holman  - White Cottage 730326 

Advertising  -  David Holman  -  White Cottage 730326 

Produced by the Tuesday Club     shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk  

Advertising Rates 
 

Rates are for two editions of the A5 size News Letter which are 
published in April and October. 

¼   page     £10 
½   page   £15              Full Page    £30 

 The advertiser on first advert also allowed up to an A5 free page to 
write about his or her product. 
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Bell Ringing 

Andrew Jeffrey - Secretary        738729 
 

Church St Laurence    

Rector: -  

Rev Barry Jackson              01926 640248 
Curate  - 
Rev Alexandra Willia ms  01926 259743 
Associate Minister  - 

Rev Canon Dr Richard Cooke 690213        
 

Church Wardens 

Linda Clark                                      738143 
Andrew Jeffrey                                 738729  

 

Parochial Church Council 

Alan Reilly chairman                        730476 
Godfrey Boulton—Secretary            738244 
Pauline Tarrant—Treasurer             730687 

Linda Clark                                       738143 
Andrew Jeffrey                                 738729 
Mary Jeffrey                                  738361 
Christine Pym                                   738948 

David Holman                                   730326 

 

Fishman - comes round  

Chris  - - Wed 9.30ish          01295 758841  

 

Footpaths Team 

Harriet Jordan 730464 
Philippa Upton    738491
                                
           

Milkman  0345 6063606         
 

Mobile Library  -                01926 851031 

Every 3 weeks on a Tuesday  11.20  - 11.45 

  
Neighbourhood Watch 

Linda Clark                          738143  

 

Newsletter   

Tony Tarrant                    730687 
Keri Holman                        730326 

David Holman  -  adverts                  730326 

 

Newspapers   

S&G. Smith  Banbury                    268499 
 
Riding School 

Valley Farm - Denise Faulkner      730576 

 
Parish Council 

Chairman. Les Faulkner                730576 
Vice Chair. Michael Pearson         730276 

Valerie Ingram also Clerk.             730203 
Jan Burgess            730443 
Anne Omer                                   730312 

 

Police Warwickshire         01926 415000 

Police  Wellesbourne         01789 444600  

 

Parish Plan 

Brian Noble  - Chairperson & Sec.  730688 

Harriet Jordan -Treasurer             730464 
 
Post Office -- Mon 9.00a m-1.00pm 

Valerie Ingram - 0ld Post Office     730203  

 

Postman            Delivers in the morning 

Post Box    weekdays 4.15pm     Sat 7am  

 

Tuesday Club 

Keri Holman         730326 
Mavis Palmer                                730901  

 

Village Hall 

Ben Za mmett  -  Chairman  738564 
Linda Clark   -  Secretary                 738143 
Terry Clark   -  Treasurer                 738143 

Nicola Stephens   07810698831 
Jan Beaumont  07535025650 
Hilary Wareing                               738750 
Jeanette Coogan 738157 

 
Warmington & District Bridge Club 

Mondays-Warmington Village Hall 7-10p m 
Mike Pa lmer        730901 

Pauline Tarrant   730687 

 

Stratford District Council  01789 267575 

Wednesday morning  
Green & Recycling Bins - Fortnightly. 
Grey Bin  -  Fortnightly - Intervening wks   

 
Chris Williams, County Councillor 770792  
John Feilding, District Council lor  

                                             07966 698239  
 
 

Email - shotteswellnewsletter@hotmail.co.uk  
Website  -  www.shotteswell.com                    

D IR E CTO R Y 


